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 THE FIRST WORD  

 

125 Sedgefield Street 
BRISTOL, VIRGINIA 24201 

 
1st Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, November 28 

 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, Dec. 5 

11:00 a.m. 
Christmas Cantata  

“The Hope of Christmas: 
 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, Dec. 12 

 
All About That baby” 

Children and Youth Christmas Movie 
5:30 p.m. 

 
Christmas Meal 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

4th Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, Dec. 19 

 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
Friday, Dec. 24 

5:30 p.m. 
Worship and Communion 

 



Annual Business Meeting 
 

The church’s Annual Business Meeting will be  
held on Wednesday, December 8, 2021 at 6:00 
p.m.  The agenda for that meeting as required in 
our Church’s By-Laws is to adopt the 2022  
Budget, to elect church officers for 2022,  and to 
receive a report   from the ministry Team relative 
to Team membership, etc. 

LIBRARY LINES 
December 2021 
  

We are preparing for Christmas!  Our library has many 
helpful and entertaining seasonal books--nonfiction and 
fiction.  Among the nonfiction titles are  Ideas for the 
Best-Ever Christmas by Caryl Krueger with family    
activities, stories for all ages, crafts & decorations,            
recipes & menus, and Bible readings plus How to Get it 
All Done!  The Everything Christmas Book includes   
stories like Louisa Mae Alcott's "The Little Women's 
Christmas" and O Henry's "The Gift of the Magi," songs 
such as What Child is This and O Little Town of          
Bethlehem, and recipes for Frozen Cranberry Salad and 
Holiday Fudge. A Treasury of Christmas Stories            
compiled by Webb Garrison is filled with little known 
stories of Christmas and how some of our favorite 
Christmas traditions began. Fiction titles include The 
Christmas Box and The Christmas List by Richard Paul 
Evans, Lauraine Snelling's The Christmas Shoes, Donna 
Van Liere's The Christmas Blessing, John Grishams' 
Skipping Christmas and Christmas at Harmony Hill :    
a Shaker Story by Ann H. Gabhart. 

The church office will be closed 
on  

December 24 and 27                                
In observance of the Christmas 

holiday. 
We will also be closed on                     

December 31  
for New Years Eve. 

First Baptist Family, 
 
Back in February, I preached a sermon about the importance of 
being on the road again.  In the Markan passage for that sermon, 
we saw that Jesus and the Disciples journeyed together.  They          
didn’t stay in one place very long.  Part of the disciples’ faith for-
mation occurred on the journey.  And I stated that we, too, are on a 
Christian journey.  I stated that we, too, journey together, and if we 
are going to be successful in reaching our destination, we can’t stop 
where we are, but we have to get back on the road again as well.  
As you may remember I also confessed in that sermon that I didn’t 
really care for Country Music, but that I liked Willie Nelson.  It’s 
time for me to tell you the real reason I’m a fan of Willie’s. 
 
You see Willie Nelson grew up in Abbott, Texas and he grew up 
attending Abbott United Methodist Church.  In fact, that little 
Methodist church is where he honed his musical skills as a boy.  
There’s not much to Abbott.  It’s located along I-35 about 65 miles 
south of Dallas, and is home to about 300 people.  Truthfully, if 
you’re traveling along the interstate, you’ll miss Abbott if you 
blink.  But that’s where Willie Nelson is from; that’s where Abbott 
United Methodist Church stood for over 100 years, sharing the  
gospel with the town’s residents, and nurturing the musical gifts of 
its young people.  Then, in May 2006, the church was closed.  The 
dwindling congregation merged with a larger one in Hillsboro, TX, 
which is where Clary and I first lived when we moved to Texas.  
The church closed, and what people referred to as the prettiest 
building in town was put on the market.  And it just so happens that 
Willie Nelson bought it.  In fact, he offered $2,500 more than the 
asking price.  He decided to keep it a church, and he wanted it to 
stay open.  So, just a couple of months later, on the first Sunday of 
July 2006, Abbott United Methodist Church held a worship service, 
and the music was led by none other than Willie Nelson himself.  
That church is still open today.  It has been revitalized.  In addition 
to those in the community, people from far and wide drive to attend 
Willie’s church.  The members are confident now, believing in 
their ability share the gospel and transform the world. 
 
While we don’t have any famous Country Music singers lining up 
to buy First Baptist Bristol, I do believe that we are approaching a 
similar time of revitalization.  And you are going to have the op-
portunity to decide if we will move forward in that direction.  You 
see the Long-Range Planning Committee has been working all year 
on a plan that they believe God is calling us to enact as a              
congregation, a plan that they and I believe will help revitalize us 
as a church.  You should have received a copy of that plan by now.  
If not, you can find a copy of it on Realm or in the church office.  I 
encourage you to read it, pray about it, and ask any questions you 
have about it to members of the Long-Range Planning Team, me, 
Ben, or Leigh.  You will have an opportunity to vote for or against 
this plan on Wednesday, December 8, so I hope that you will make 
that meeting. 
 
Advent, the season we have now entered, is a journey towards the 
manger.  It’s a journey towards the Christ child, a journey towards 
Christmas.  But that journey doesn’t end on Christmas Day.  It 
doesn’t end on Epiphany.  It continues.  We continue on the road 
again.  I believe that both this Advent season and this long-range 
plan give us the opportunity to travel.  They give us the opportunity 
to travel farther down the road than we’ve been, allowing us to get 
closer to our final destination.  It is my hope and prayer for this 
Advent season and beyond that we will journey on the road again 
together.   
 
As always, it is a joy to be your pastor. 
Kris 



 
 

December 12, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 
 

To help offset the costs, a donation of $10 
per adult is suggested, and $5 for ages 6-12 
(ages 5 and under are free). with a $35 
family maximum. Reservations are needed 
by Sunday, December 5.  
Our buffet menu will be Mississippi pot 
roast, green beans, rolls w/butter, au gratin 
potatoes and coffee & tea. Dessert will be 
cheesecake. You can make reservations by 
1) calling the church office at 276-669-
8191 or 2) emailing 

Decorate the Tree with 
Caps and Gloves 
 
KIND DEEDS CAN 
CHANGE LIVES. COLD 
WEATHER IS HERE.  
The caps. gloves and socks 
are very much appreciated 
by the ones in our area trying 

to keep warm.  Please bring warm items to 
church office.  Gently used or new which 
ever you have to donate.  Thank you for 
your thoughtfulness to our community. 

Notes from Leigh….  
I enjoy Fall so much – the change in weather, the beautiful colors, college football season – to name a 
few reasons! I also enjoy it because it reminds me that Thanksgiving and Advent and Christmas are just 
around the corner. 
 
While Thanksgiving often gets overlooked in the secular world because it is squished between                    
Halloween and Christmas, it has never been a holiday that I have taken for granted. I have so many 
wonderful memories of meals and visits with family and friends over the Thanksgiving weekend that it 
will always be a favorite of mine. During our gatherings, we express/share with one another what we 
are grateful for. It brings tears of joy to my eyes even now to remember some of those moments.   
 
So, even though we are entering into the season of Advent, I 
would like to express some “thankfulness” thoughts with you.   

• I am thankful for my parents and my upbringing – I was 

taught from an early age that I am loved and that I am a child of 
God.  
 

• I am thankful for Mark and our children; his parents and 
siblings; our life together for over 30 years.  
 

• I am thankful for the opportunity to serve as a Minister at 
FBC Bristol – a “God send” in my life. Working with this staff 
and congregation is an amazing experience.   
 

• I am thankful for music, for friendship, for health, for trav-
el, for good food, for new adventures, for the comfort of home, 
for laughter, for…  
 
My list is endless – I’m sure yours is too! Finally, I am most 
thankful for Jesus Christ and for the opportunity to serve and 
worship Him each day. I pray that we will be filled with Hope, 
Joy, Peace, Love and thankfulness during this Advent season.    
 
Blessings,  
Leigh 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
125 Sedgefield Street 
Bristol, VA  24201 

FBC Minister On-Call Schedule   
Dec. 04 & 05:     Dr. Kris Aaron       (803) 225-0795  

Dec. 11 & 12:     Rev. Ben Ondrak  (423) 217-8934  

Dec. 18 & 19:     Dr. Kris Aaron       (803) 225-0795  

Dec. 25 & 26:     Rev. Ben Ondrak  (423) 217-8934  

 

 

Dr. Kris Aaron. .......................... Senior Pastor 
Rev. Ben Ondrak ................ Associate Pastor 
Rev. Leigh Clark ............... Minister of Music 
Mrs. Jackie Burnette.............................Pianist 
Mrs. Andrea Pennington …………..Organist 

Mr. Dennis Thomas .................................................. Sexton 
Mrs. Marcine Robinette ............................. Parish Nurse 
Ms. Terri Thomas  .................... Church Administrator 
 and Financial Secretary 
Ms. Niki Judy .........................  Administrative Assistant 

Contact Information: 
Church Phone:  (276)669-8191 

Fax:  (276)669-5082 
Hours:   info@fbcbristol.org 

Website:  www.fbcbristol.org 
                  You can also find us on 
                                          Facebook.   

First Baptist Church of Bristol Staff 

December 05, 2021 Steve Talbert 

December 12, 2021 Mike Warren 

December 19, 2021 Roberta Yowell 

December 26, 2021 Gene Eller 

Deacon of the Week for December 

If you would like to place a poinsettia in the sanctuary                
during the Christmas season, please fill in the                                
Information below and return it to the church office.             
The cost of each poinsettia is $15. Deadline is Dec.10. 
 

In memory of: 
_______________________________________________ 
 
In honor of: 
_______________________________________________ 
 
Given by: 
_______________________________________________ 
Sponsored By The Chancel Committee 
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