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  THE FIRST WORD  

 

1 VIRGINIA STREET    
BRISTOL, VIRGINIA 24201 

First Baptist Family, 
 
It has been said that necessity is the mother of invention, and this 
pandemic is proving that adage true once again. COVID has forced 
us to be more creative as a congregation. It’s also forced the church 
staff to become more creative, too. And we’re going to be 
embracing that spirit of creativity this Lenten season. As all of you 
know, Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. To commemorate Ash 
Wednesday, we usually have a worship service in the chapel that 
ends with people receiving a cross of ashes on their foreheads or on 
their hands. But it is impossible to physically distance from people 
while also giving them such crosses. Consequently, we’re going to 
be doing something different this year. This year Ash Wednesday is 
February 17, but rather than just skipping our Ash Wednesday 
service we’re going to have something called “Lent in a Bag.” 
We’re inviting everyone to come by the church on Sunday, 
February 14 from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. to pick up their “Lent in a 
Bag.” We’ll have a table in front of the breezeway, so you can 
pull up and someone will bring your bag to you. Your “Lent in a 
Bag” will contain the following items: a Lenten devotional book, a 
container with ashes for you and your family for Ash Wednesday, a 
small bag of seeds, a small bag of sand, a rock, a candle, a 
clothespin, and a brochure that explains the importance of each 
item. This brochure will also provide suggestions for ways in which 
you can use the contents of the bag to enhance your Lenten 
experience. Additionally, we’ll have a worksheet packet for 
children available for pick up. This worksheet packet will include a 
colorable, Lenten calendar with Bible verses you and your children 
can memorize and other coloring sheets that include Lenten 
suggestions for the whole family. Our hope is that this “Lent in a 
bag” will give you and your family the opportunity to engage in 
some new spiritual practices together during this holy season. 
Concerning our Ash Wednesday service, we will still be having 
one; it will just look different. The service will be found on 
Facebook, YouTube, and the church website – the same places our 
Sunday morning services are found. Service will begin at 6 p.m., 
and it will be as normal and similar to past Ash Wednesday 
services as possible. The biggest difference is that instead of me 
marking you with an ashen cross, you will be asked to mark 
yourselves and the members of your family at the appropriate time. 
We will email out the Order of Service beforehand, so you will 
know when that appropriate time is. A quick word of caution about 
the ashes themselves – though the ashes will be prepared and ready 
for use, they could dry out. In fact, they probably will. If that 
happens, I recommend adding a very small amount of olive oil to 
the container with the ashes, just 1-2 drops. Trust me - a little oil 
will go a long way. After you do that, you will quickly be able to 
mix it into an ashen paste with your fingers. Once it reaches a paste
-like consistency, it’s ready for use. 

 
In addition to news about our Lenten plans, there are two other 
items which merit a congregational update. First, now that Terri has 
finished our end of the year 2020 financials, we’ve been able to see 
how well we did last year. In giving alone, this is not counting the 
money we received from the PPP loan, we came up approximately 
$9800 short of our annual budget. Put another way, we came up 
only 2.2% short. Given all the hardships and uncertainty last year 
had, this is remarkable! That is far better than we were anticipating 
at the beginning of the pandemic. In fact, we received more in gifts 
in pandemic-ridden 2020 than we did in 2019! That is a clear 
testimony to the generosity and faithfulness of this congregation. 
You stepped up and continued to give faithfully despite incredibly 
difficult circumstances. I was extremely encouraged by this news, 
and I hope that you are, too. This news isn’t just an encouragement, 
though. It’s also a challenge. With the arrival of vaccines and the 
hope of returning to some sense of “normalcy” looking more likely 
later this year, wouldn’t it be great for us to make budget in 2021? 
According to Terri, it’s been quite a while since that’s happened. In 
a time of great uncertainty, I can think of few things that would be 
more encouraging or better for our congregational self-esteem than 
making budget at the end of this year. I want to encourage you to 
keep up the good work, and I want to challenge you to cross the 
goal line this year. We got surprisingly close in 2020, and I’m 
convinced that we can achieve such a goal if we remain mindful of 
it. 
   

The other item that merits a congregational update is news about 
our long-range planning committee. Because of COVID, their 
training sessions had to be pushed back two weeks to the end of 
January. But they have completed those sessions and are now 
beginning their work in earnest. Remember that the goal is for them 
to have a 10-year plan ready to present to the church for a 
congregational vote in December of this year. That’s going to take 
a lot of dreaming, a lot of thought, and a lot of work, so I want to 
encourage you to pray for them. You can find their names and the 
areas in which they’ll be working elsewhere in this month’s First 
Word. Pray that they dream big. Pray that they act boldly. Pray that 
they exhibit the wisdom and discernment needed to come up with 
the plan God would have us follow. We have an excellent group 
who has agreed to serve. They are bright, capable, and godly 
people. And with the Holy Spirit’s guidance and your prayers of 
encouragement, I am confident that they will be successful in their 
task. 
   

As always, it’s a joy to be your pastor. 
          Grace and Peace, 

          Kris  



Notes From Leigh 

Institutional: 

Staff Liaison, Dr. Kris Aaron 

Jeff Burnette, Terri Cook, 

Nelson Gwaltney, Preston McMurray,  

Kim Warren 
     

Missional: 

Staff Liaison, Rev. Ben Ondrak 

Mary Amburn-Bowman, Jamie Barger, 

Mark Clark, Trish Doran, 

Melissa Roberts 
     

Spiritual: 

Staff Liaison, Rev. Leigh Clark 

Leroy Doran, David Hicks, 

Adrienne Osbourne, Jordan Pennington 
Roberta Yowell    

Long Range Planning  
Committee  

 The Sanctuary Choir is trying something very 
different:  We are rehearsing in our cars in the 
parking lot! There was a recent story on a voice 
professor who experimented with an FM 
transmitter and wireless microphones. He 
discovered that they could hear one another with 
no delay. We have been rehearsing via zoom for 
months. It has helped us a lot to continue to meet 
but the drawback is that I cannot hear the choir – 
they can only hear me and Jackie. So, through some 
generous donations, we have purchased a 
transmitter and some wireless microphones. 
  
 By the time you read this article we will 
hopefully have all the kinks worked out! It’s still 
not as good as being together, but it is a start. If you 
would like to join us, please let me know. Our choir 
is faithful and joyful and welcoming! (No audition 
required!) 
  
 This world may never be “normal” again – 
who’s to say what “normal” is anymore. What I do 
know is that I have become much more 
appreciative of my relationships and with time 
spent together with others. I hope that my new 
“normal” means I won’t take those things for 
granted anymore. 
 
 February brings us to the season of Lent which 
begins with Ash Wednesday on February 17. We 
have prepared for each family - “Lent in a Bag.” It 
will contain ashes for Ash Wednesday, a Lenten 
devotional and items for weekly reflection and 
conversation. We will also have an activity pack for 
children. I pray that this will be a meaningful time 
for all of us. 
  
 I am grateful to be on the staff of FBC Bristol. I 
am grateful for each of you. Let us be diligent to 
pray for one another and to seek God first in all 
that we do. 
       

       Blessings,      
       Leigh 

The Long-Range Planning Committee is 
made up of three teams. Dr. Rob Nash is our 
consultant. 

    

For the Record Year to Date, January 24, 2021 

Weekly Budget Needs ............................................. $8,705.00  

Giving This Month ................................................ $29,580.00  

Giving This Month Last Year ................................ $40,840.00  

Budget Needs to Date ............................................ $34,820.00  

Giving to Date ......................................................... 29,580.00  

Giving to Date Last Year ....................................... $40,840.00  

Giving to Date vs. Budget Needs to Date ..............($5,240.00)  

General Operating Fund ...................................... $165,997.00  

Deacon Ordination 
    

On Sunday, February 7, we will be ordaining Jordan 
Pennington as a new deacon. We will also be installing 
Mike Browder, Mark Fuller, and Jennifer Rouse as 
returning deacons. Though different because of 
COVID, it will still be a special service. I encourage you 
to pray for our deacons  as they seek to minister to 
and with the congregation during this difficult time. 



Decorate the Tree with Caps and 
Gloves 

    

A church-wide mission opportunity is available. We 
need people to decorate the tree in front of the 
church with winter items during the cold months. 
Items you can donate for this project are toboggans, 
adult-sized gloves, and socks. We need people to be 
responsible to package these items and tie on the 
tree. This is something you can do anytime of day 
or on weekends when it is cold. By doing this, we 
can show others we care and want 
them to be more comfortable. Re-
member WARM is the key word 
here. Right now, Dollar Tree and 
Dollar General have a great supply, 
or you can shop wherever you 
choose. We will have supplies for 
packaging at the church. For more information and 
to sign up for a small block of time, please call Linda 
Pruner at 276.669.3592, or 276.669.8191 

Hold These Dates for Youth Events 

Youth Mission 2021 
   

We are exploring many possibilities for our youth 
mission this summer! Planning at this time 
requires a great deal of flexibility. We are working 
toward specific dates and location. The training for 
our summer mission is taking place by our 
participation in doing local mission projects in and 
around Bristol. Our next project is building a 
handicap ramp for Mrs. Shelton. I’m working with 
youth volunteers scheduling them on Saturday 
mornings and/or other times when they are 
available in small groups that will allow us to 
maintain good COVID guidelines. If you or your 
youth are interested, contact Ben, and we will 
adapt our schedule. 

Library Lines 
 

The Welcoming Congregation: Roots 
and Fruits of Christian Hospitality is a 
practical book by pastor and writer 
Henry G. Brinton in which he describes 
the biblical basis for Christian hospitality 
and how it is practiced in congregations 
today. While recognizing the challenges 

for embracing all people in the life of the church, Brinton 
offers a helpful guide for creating a hospitable 
congregation and welcoming others through spiritual 
formation, reconciliation, and outreach. Discussion 
questions and an action plan are included in each chapter. 
This book will complement the planned Wednesday Bible 
Study theme.  

Youth Camp Unidiversity 2021 

July 27-31 
   

Plans are under way for our youth camp for this 
Summer!!! Dates are July 27 – 31!!! It’s going to be a 
great opportunity for our FBC Youth to grow in their 
relationships with God and each other! Please put the 
dates in your calendar and plan on going. We will 
approach the plans with flexibility knowing the safety of 
our youth is the highest priority! 
   
   

Getting Together 
 

We are meeting as a youth group! We started with 
Wednesday night zoom gatherings at 6:30 p.m. The next 
step will be parking lot games, events, and movies to 
meet as a group safely. Don’t forget Sunday Morning 
Bible study, by Zoom for now, at 10 a.m. 

Souper Bowl Sunday—February 7  
   

On Super Bowl LV Sunday, you may donate to a special “Souper Bowl” offering 
that is allocated to the Benevolence Fund. This benefits benevolence needs 
within our church. You may contribute by adding to your regular offering. Please 
indicate on the envelope or check the amount for Souper Bowl. 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
1 Virginia Street 
P.O. Box 116 
Bristol, VA 24203 

FBC Minister On-Call Schedule   

 

February 6-7: Dr. Kris Aaron (803) 225-0795  

February 13-14: Rev. Ben Ondrak (423) 217-8934  

February 20-21: Dr. Kris Aaron (803) 225-0795   

February 27-28:  Rev. Ben Ondrak (423) 217-8934 

 Deacon of the Week for February: 
    

February 7 – Jeff Burnette 
February 14 – Bob Love 

February 21 – Terri Cook 
February 28 –  Jennifer Rouse 

 

 

Dr. Kris Aaron- ......................... Senior Pastor 
Rev. Ben Ondrak ................Associate Pastor 
Rev. Leigh Clark ............... Minister of Music 
Mrs. Jackie Burnette ............................ Pianist 
Mr. Rob Griswell-Lowry ................. Organist 

Ms. Kaitlyn Courtney .............................................. Sexton 
Mr. Dennis Thomas ................................................. Sexton 
Mrs. Marcine Robinette ............................. Parish Nurse 
Ms. Terri Thomas  ..................... Church Administrator 
 and Financial Secretary 
Nicole “Niki” Judy ................  Administrative Assistant 

Contact Information: 
Church Phone:  (276)669-8191 

Fax:  276)669-5082 
Hours:   info@fbcbristol.org 

Website:  www.fbcbristol.org 

First Baptist Church of Bristol Staff 


