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  THE FIRST WORD  

 
1 VIRGINIA STREET       

BRISTOL, VIRGINIA 24201 

First Baptist Family,  

 August is now here, which means that summer is 
almost over and school is starting back.  This summer 
has flown by, as they all do, and now it’s time to get 
back into our routines. I hope a renewed focus on 
church attendance will be part of yours. As I mentioned 
in our quarterly business meeting, I believe that this 
Fall will be big for our church.  Several 
things are being planned. First, we’re 
starting a new College and Career 
ministry.  The College & Career Sunday 
School class will meet on the second 
floor.  If you know of anyone who has 
recently graduated from high school, I’d 
encourage you to invite them to join us 
on Sunday mornings. In addition to our own recent 
graduates, I have been told that every year we have a 
few students from King University who visit. My hope is 
that this ministry will give them an avenue to get 
plugged in here at First Baptist. Second, Clary and I will 
be hosting a new Bible study for young families and 
young professionals in our home. The plan is to meet 
twice a month.  I’ve reached out to several families, but 
I would love your suggestions if you know of any 
others. Third, we’re working on our new nursery and 
new prayer room.  As we get closer to a completion 
date, I’ll be sure to let you know.  Fourth, we’re going to 
have a sort of Church Open House on Wednesday, 
August 21.  It will be a type of informational session in 
which the Fall plans of our various respective 
ministries will be shared. People will even have the 
opportunity to visit some recently renovated areas, if 
they haven’t already.  I believe that all of these efforts 
will allow us to not only grow numerically, but to grow 
deeper in our faith as well.   

 I told a story in a recent sermon about having to 
help my grandfather in his garden when I was growing 
up, and planting all of those onions and other 
vegetables taught me a little bit about what it takes to 
grow something. You have to have the right conditions 
and the right soil. You have to make sure that your crop 
gets enough water and proper nutrients. And you have 
to work your garden faithfully to make sure that your 

plants don’t get overtaken by weeds. The 
same is true of church.  I believe that we 
have the right conditions for growth.  
Prayer for functions is similar to water 
for plants; the only difference is you can’t 
over-pray for a church! Finally, for us to 
achieve the results we would like, it’s 

going to take a lot of work on our behalf and a large 
dose of God’s blessing as well. For years there’s been 
this stubborn and pernicious myth that pastors grow 
churches, and that’s just not true. God grows churches 
through people, people who are willing and committed 
to do the work the Lord is calling them to do. I hope and 
pray that you will join me as we start these new 
ministry efforts.  If we continue to follow God’s leading, 
I know we’ll be pleased with the fruits our efforts bear. 

Grace and Peace, 

Kris 

Art Wall 

Featured artists for this quarter are Jeannie Fuller, Jane 
Eller, Braden Talbert, and Bettie Ruth Baughman.  A 
display of photography by some of our members will begin 
in September. Contact Rose Sorrell to be a part of this. 

 

God grows churches 
through people, people 
who are willing and 
committed to do the work 
the Lord is calling them to 

do.  



Children’s Committee News  

   

Work on Nursery—A team is selecting flooring and creating 
decorative panels for the new nursery. A new changing 
table and numerous new toys have been donated. Look for 
progress reports soon. 

Fall plans include a parents night out, a pumpkin-decorating 
event, a trip to a maze, and participation in the fall festival. 
Look for details soon, and make plans to attend. 

Children’s Church—The children learn about worship by 
participating in an actual worship service with scripture 
reading, role playing, Bible story, and music. The children 
perform all the roles of worship on their level.   

Kitchen Committee News 
 

The kitchen will remain closed for cleaning  until August 
20.  Until then, Wednesday night dinners will be brought 
in by the following  groups: 

July 31 - Tom Parker’s SS class 

August 7 - Gene Eller’s SS class 

August 14 - Hannah SS class & Kitchen Shower 

August 21- Fall schedule kickoff  
    

In-depth cleaning will be done, and guidelines for kitchen 
usage will be posted. At the end of the cleaning, everyone 
will have a chance to participate in a kitchen shower to 
fill in gaps in kitchen needs.  

Ministry Team    
       

 Much of the work of our church 
depends on volunteers  like you 
who serve on various teams.  These 
include teams such as the Mission, 

Worship, Discipleship, Membership, and Ministry teams. This 
month the Ministry Team will begin the process of filling po-
sitions on the teams and boards for the 2020-2022 term.  

 Service on a team involves a three-year term, so each 
year some people rotate off a team and may want to serve on 
a different team for the next three years. Alternatively, a per-
son may serve a second three-year term on a specific team. 
According to our Bylaws, only two three-year terms are al-
lowed.  

 If you are ending your first three-year term on a team 
and wish to remain for a second term, please notify your 
team chair. If you are ending two terms, you must “roll off.” 
In order for the Ministry Team to know which vacancies need 
to be filled, team chairs are asked to notify the Ministry Team 
chair, David Hicks, by August 30.  If we are not contacted, we 
will assume we need to fill the vacancy.   

 When you are contacted, please prayerfully consider and 
accept the opportunity to serve. If there is a team or board 
you are particularly interested in, please contact any member 
of the Ministry Team. We appreciate your contributions of 
time and talents.   

Ministry Team:  Harry Scanlan, Leroy Doran, Betty Jones, 
David Hicks, Nell Campbell, Pam Kerr, Donna Hare, Joan Link, 
and Sandy Leonard  

Youth News 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
supported our youth and 
adults on the mission trip to 
Charleson, SC, and to Camp 
Unidiversity in Maryville, TN. 
Our youth have had a good 
summer with 19 going on the 
mission trip. We built two 
handicapped ramps. Many thanks for your prayers and 
support! 

August 18 is Promotion Sunday (“Move Up Day”) when 
several of our children will be promoted to the next de-
partment. Special recognition is planned. 

Contact Ben Ondrak to help welcome new students at 
King University. 

Coming soon:  A new college/career class and a fall 
youth retreat. 

Bowling Team 
FBC’s bowling team is recruiting new members! Join us to  
bowl on Thursday nights, beginning September 5. You don’t 
have to be an expert, and you don’t have to bowl every week. 
Contact Tim Hiss at 423-878-4467 or Terri in the church 
office.    

Music 
    

Sanctuary Choir Practice resumes on August 7 at 7 p.m. 
Did you know that singing in a choir prolongs your life? 
You also make friends and have fun. Join us on August 7 
(or any Wednesday evening).  

The Children’s Choir will begin a new adventure in August 
on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights. We will 
practice new music to sing throughout the fall, and we 
will do a fun project.  

Watch for the upcoming details about the kickoff of 
rehearsals for the Christmas program/drama. This will 
begin in September.  



Library Lines 
    

       

Our newest nonfiction acquisition is  

David and Goliath: Underdogs, Mis-
fits, and the Art of Battling Giants 
by Malcolm Gladwell.  Three thou-
sand years ago on a battlefield in 
Palestine, a shepherd boy felled a 
mighty warrior with only a stone 
and a sling. Ever since then, the 

names David and Goliath have stood for battles be-
tween underdogs and giants. David’s victory was im-
probable and miraculous. In his book, Gladwell chal-
lenges how we think about obstacles and disad-
vantages, offering a new interpretation of what it 
means to be discriminated against, suffer a disability, 
attend a mediocre school, or experience any number 
of other apparent setbacks. Readers are led to develop 
counterintuitive insights into our lives today.  

For our children, Who Is My Neighbor? by Levine and 
Sasso is a picture book with a teaching story on the 
theme, “Love your neighbor as you love yourself and 
love the stranger because you know what it was like 
to be a stranger.” Neighborhoods of blues and neigh-
borhoods of yellows, loosely following the story of the 
good Samaritan, learn that yellows can be kind and 
helpful to blues, that even though they don’t look like 
us or eat the same foods, maybe they can be friends.   

Hospice House Meals  

   

FBC is responsible for Ballad Health Hospice needs 
August 1 - 15.  We provide meals for the  families and 
restock the pantry with food and paper goods. 
Monetary donations can be made to the church for the 
supplies, and Lu Ann Crockett will shop  for the 
supplies. Nell Campbell has coordinated the 
contributions of meals.  Thanks to Nell and LuAnn! 

My Journey of Faith—Tim Hiss 
 

    I was raised in a church-going home, and I learned Bible 
stories.  I learned about sin, about lying, cheating and 
hurting people, but I didn’t learn that every selfish act is a 
sin and that I couldn’t possibly be good enough to meet a 
perfectly just, righteous, and sinless God face to face. 

 I was comfortable – not handsome or strong, but healthy, 
reasonably coordinated, and smart. I wasn’t thinking about 
God much, but I wasn’t really satisfied with my life. 

 When I was 17, my girl friend gave me a book of Christian 
philosophy, The New Man by Thomas Merton, and I learned 
to appreciate the story of Nicodemus coming to Jesus and 
being told that a person needs to be born again to see the 
kingdom of God. 

 I also learned to appreciate Paul’s comments in Ephesians 
4 about becoming a new person and needing to develop that 
new person, but it wasn’t clear to me that knowing about 
Jesus was not sufficient to give me that new birth that would 
make me a new person. 

 It wasn’t until I was 24 and another girl friend gave me a 
Christian novel about a country girl committing her heart 
and soul to Jesus and trusting him that his death on a cross 
was for her – to pay for her sins and have God count her as 
sinless – that I realized that I also needed to trust Jesus and 
commit to Him as my savior and further obey Him as my 
lord rather than just acknowledge that he taught some really 
good ideas.  So, on a Sunday afternoon, alone in my parent’s 
home, and in the middle of reading a paragraph, I stopped 
and asked Jesus to be my savior. Since then, my Lord, Jesus, 
has provided – jobs when I needed them, supportive friends 
when I needed them and a Christian wife when I needed one. 

 Jesus has also protected me from harm in accidents on 
dark, rainy, icy nights, and harm from my own arrogant 
decisions. Most of all, Jesus has taught me, through 
preachers and teachers and friends and books, that I need to 
study to develop my new person. When I study and 
acknowledge the truth of John 15:5 – without me you can do 
nothing – I can see that the Holy Spirit is guiding me and 
slowly changing my selfish character into a more Christ-like 
character.  The Spirit is enabling my introverted self to take 
a chance on being rejected, to speak up in discussions, to 
teach Sunday School, and to be supportive of adults and 
youth.  

Historical Records 
 

The following have agreed to serve on an ad hoc committee 
to select and store historical records of our church:  Beverly 
Bowers, Carolyn Harris, and Linda Sprouse. Thanks for 
your service. 

Save the Date 
    

Church-Wide Fall Festival—Sunday, September 29, at 
Steele Creek Park. Sponsored by the Membership 
Team. Invite all your friends! 

Rachel Has Moved 
Rachel Cruey, who has been a member of First 
Baptist Bristol for 70 years, recently moved. We will 
miss her -- her work on numerous teams, her 
generous spirit,  her friendship, and her yeast rolls! 
Her new address is:    

41 Cobblers Way, Apt. 1110, Asheville, NC 28804 



 
 
    

 
Our Staff 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
1 Virginia Street 
P.O. Box 116 
Bristol, VA 24203 

    

Ushers for the Month of August  

Head Usher:  Drew Talbert.    
Ushers:  Amy Talbert, Nell Campbell, Nancy 

Hyde,  Terri Cook,  Steve Talbert 
Greeters:  Penny and Bob Bruce 

Rev. Kris Aaron Senior Pastor 
Rev. Ben Ondrak Associate Pastor 
Mrs. Jackie Burnette Pianist 

Ms. Kay LaSpina Sexton 
Mrs. Marcine Robinette Parish Nurse 
Ms. Terri Thomas  Financial Secretary 
 

Church Phone : 276.669.8191 
Fax: 276.669.5082 

E-mail: info@fbcbristol.org 
Website: www.fbcbristol.org 

   

Deacon of the Week for August  

\ 
August 4 - Jerry Sorrell 

August 11 - David Crockett, Jr. 
August 18 - Gary Malcolm 
August 25 - Linda Pruner 

FBC Minister On Call Schedule 
 

August 3-4:   Rev. Kris Aaron    803-225-0795 (Cell) 
August 10-11:   Rev. Ben Ondrak     423-217-8934 (Cell) 
August 17-18:   Rev. Kris Aaron    803-225-0795 (Cell) 
August 24-25:   Rev. Kris Aaron  803-225-0795 (Cell)  


