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  THE FIRST WORD  

 
1 VIRGINIA STREET       

BRISTOL, VIRGINIA 24201 

First Baptist Family, 
     

Happy New Year! I hope that your 
Christmas season was full; full of hope 
and joy, full of peace and love, full of 
wonder and experiences with the divine. 
Each new year starts with hope, promise, 
and expectation. And 2020 is no 
different. You might have even come up 
with a New Year’s resolution to reflect 
this promise. There’s a resolution that I’d 
like to challenge the entire church with - 
make increased church attendance a 
priority for 2020. If you normally come 
only two Sundays a month, challenge 
yourself to come three. If you normally 
come three Sundays a month, go for four. 
If you’re a regular on Sunday morning, 
try coming on Wednesday nights. If you 
aren’t involved in a Sunday School class, 
join one. And if you come every week for 
Sunday School, worship, and Wednesday 
night activities, invite people to join you. 
Everyone has enjoyed seeing the church 
more full during the holiday season, and 
the best way for it to stay that full 
throughout the year is for you to be 
present each week and for you to bring 
people with you. Two of the best things 
we can do to support the church is to be 
faithful in our attendance, and to be 
faithful in inviting others to join us. They 
are also things that will draw us closer to 
God. The staff has worked very hard and 
will continue to work hard putting 
together worship services and 
fellowship events that you won’t want to 
miss. 
     

As a staff, we discussed a theme for 
2020. The idea is that this theme would  

 
serve as a sort of guidepost that brings 
us back to our main mission. The theme 
that we came up with was “Rooted.” We 
envisioned a large tree with a wide 
trunk, long branches, and colorful leaves, 
and beneath that tree, in the ground 
below the surface, are deep roots that 
extend far and wide. This church is 
deeply rooted in the Bristol community. 
We’re involved in local mission efforts. 
We have church members involved in a 
wide variety of civic clubs and 
organizations. And we’re right behind 
the iconic Bristol sign. Every television 
shot of the Bristol sign has First Baptist 
in the background. We are rooted in this 
community, but it’s time for us to look 
for ways to grow our roots deeper and 
wider. Thus, our challenge for 2020 is 
twofold. On an individual level, our 
challenge is to look for ways in which we 
can become more deeply rooted in the 
life of the church. Being more faithful in 
attendance is one way to do that. Being 
more faithful in giving is another. So is 
looking for new service opportunities. 
Whatever will cause you to become 
more deeply rooted in the life of the 
church, whatever you believe God is 
calling you to do, I challenge you to do it 
in 2020. And I challenge you to bring 
others with you, so they can become 
more rooted and experience the same 
joys you will. The second part of our 
challenge is for us on a congregational 
level, and that challenge is to look for 
ways in which we can become even more 
deeply rooted in the life of the Bristol 
community. Maybe you see a need and  

 
have an idea to help meet it. Maybe you 
know of some group or organization we 
as a church could partner with to better 
serve our neighbors. Maybe God is stir-
ring your heart to start a new thing. 
However that may look, I’d love to talk 
with you about it. A new year brings 
with it new promise and new oppor-
tunities, and these promises and oppor-
tunities are gifts from God. I’m convinced 
that the best way for us to use these gifts 
is for us to become more rooted, both as 
individuals and as a congregation. As a 
staff, we’re going to be working on 
providing opportunities for people to 
become more rooted in the life of First 
Baptist Bristol. I hope that you’ll take 
advantage of them, and I hope that you’ll 
bring others with you to experience 
them, too. It’s time for us to step out of 
the background as a congregation, and 
the only way we can do that is if we all 
do it together. 
    

Grace and Peace, Kris 

Inside 
Church Business Meeting Page 2 
Family Breakfast 2 
Youth News 2 
Library Lines 2 
Matthew 25 Worship 2 
Caps/Socks/Gloves Tree 2 
Children’s Christmas Play Page 3 
Inclement Weather Policy 3 
Notes from Leigh 3 
All-Church Ministry Teams 3 



 

January Church Business Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To all 2020 Team or Board Chairs 
 Reminder:  As a Board or Team Chair 
and according to our Church's By-Laws, you 
are requested to give a summary of your 
group's activities during the past year at 
the first Quarterly Business Meeting of the 
new year. The report can be either written 
or oral. If the report is written, please give a 
copy to Terri by Thursday, January 16, so 
she can make copies for the membership. 
The information you share will be helpful in 

keeping the membership informed of what 
is happening in our church.  
  Our business meeting will include lunch 
on  Sunday, Jan. 19, immediately following 
the morning worship service. The cost is $6 
per adult, $3 per child, or a maximum of 
$15 per family. 
  Thanks to all who served during this 
past year and those who will serve in 2020 .  
Gene Eller, Church Moderator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Your FBC Library is all set for the new 
year with two new books--one for adults 
and one for children. 
 The adult book is the latest in the No. 1 
Ladies' Detective Agency series by 
Alexander McCall Smith, To the Land of 
Long Lost Friends. Precious Ramotswe 
takes on a case for a childhood acquaint-
ance and finds that family relationships are 
always tricky propositions--even for 
Botswana's premier female detective. An 
old friend is having problems with her 

daughter who is involved with a charis-
matic preacher, but are his ministrations 
entirely of a godly nature?   
 In the Marvelous Mustard Seed by Amy-
Jill Levine and Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, 
you'll discover the surprising potential of 
one small seed. Based on Jesus' parable of 
the mustard seed, this inspiring children's 
book shows young readers/listeners that 
one tiny seed--just like one tiny child--
carries a world of potential. 

 
First Sunday Family Breakfast 

 Starting January 5, 2020, a churchwide 
family breakfast will be held on the first 
Sunday of every month beginning at 9 a.m. 

in Rosser Hall. Everyone is invited to attend 
this full breakfast. There is no charge.   

 
Youth News 

 
 

All Youth-and-Parent Meeting 
to Discuss 2020 Events!!! 

Sunday, January 26, following Worship! 
  

Youth Medical Release Form 2020! 
Please take this opportunity to fill out a 
medical release form for 2020 so that we 
can have it on file for any youth events.  

 
 

Matthew 25 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Matthew 25 will continue meeting at  
6 p.m. on Sunday evenings in January. The 
only reason we would not meet is a 
significant amount of snow. We are slowly 
learning  better ways to serve the needy. A 
new thing we will do in January is to serve 
soup or chili or both about 6:30; our 
normal music time is 6 p.m., followed by a 
devotional and prayer time. If anyone 

would like to make soup or chili for a 
specific Sunday, please contact Mary 
Amburn-Bowman soon and let us know 
your preferred date! Other warm goodies 
are also welcome.  276-791-0823. Thank 
you to the members of the church who have 
been faithful to attend, pray, and be 

helpful.  

 
 

Caps/Socks/Gloves Tree  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 You can be a part of a church-wide mis-
sion project to provide warm socks, gloves, 
and caps on the tree in front of the church. 
This will help members of our community 
who need to stay warm during this cold 
season. You may donate items or you may 
package and place items on the tree. You 
can donate toboggans, adult-size gloves, 
and socks. Also, you may package these 
items and tie them on the tree. This is 

something you can do anytime of day or on 
weekends when it is cold. By doing this ,we 
can show others we care and want them to 
be more comfortable. Remember WARM is 
the key word here. Right now Dollar Tree 
and Dollar General have a great supply or 
you can shop wherever you choose. We will 
have supplies for packaging at the church. 
For more info, contact Linda Pruner, 276-
791-2158.  



Inclement Weather 
Policy 

 
As we enter the winter 
months, here is a 
reminder of the church’s 
inclement weather policy 
which was approved by 

the FBC Board of Administration. If you 
have any questions, please see Kris. 

 “When a question of cancellation 
arises due to inclement weather, the 
Senior Pastor will cancel First Baptist 
Bristol operations for that day, if  Bristol 
Tennessee City Schools have canceled 
operations. When a church activity takes 
place after school hours, on a weekend, or 
during the summer, the Senior Pastor will 
contact the Weather Team; which 
includes the Chair of Deacons and the 

Chair of the Board of Administration, if 
there is a question of cancellation due to 
inclement weather. Together, they will 
determine whether to cancel any event in 
question. The Senior Pastor will 
communicate the news of any church 
closures in the manner he/she deems most 
expedient.” 

The Children’s Christmas Play 
  
On December 8 our 
Kidz and Youth 
Choirs, along with 
our cast of all ages, 
presented "Crazy, 
Busy, Peaceful, Holy Night!" What a 
WONDERFUL night of worship as the kidz 
and youth reminded us not to get so 
"crazy, busy" to forget the true 
celebration of Christmas.. the birth of our 
Lord and Savior! 
 We are so proud of all the children and 
youth for their hard work! A very special 
"Thank you" to everyone who gave of 
their time, talents, love, and support to 
our children's program.  Because of each 
and everyone of you... Christmas 
memories were made that will last a 
lifetime! 

 

Leigh’s Notes 
“Thank You” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thank you to everyone for the warm 
welcome that Mark and I have experi-
enced since being at FBC Bristol. We are 
excited to serve alongside this wonderful 
congregation.  
 Advent was filled with many incredi-
ble worship services: The Children’s Pro-
gram, the Sanctuary Choir Cantata, Christ-
mas Caroling, Family Christmas Dinner 
and the Christmas Eve Communion 
service just to name a few.  
 If you have an interest in the music 
ministry or any aspect of worship, I hope 
that you will feel free to reach out to me. 
Maybe you’re interested in singing a solo,  
playing an instrument, or doing a dra-
matic reading…There are many opportu-

nities. If we don’t have something in place, 
we’ll work together to find a way to 
incorporate your talent/interest into 
worship.  
 Learning the names, skills, and 
interests of everyone will take time. So, be 
patient with me but also be bold in 
reaching out! I’m interested in finding 
ways to make worship inclusive and 
meaningful for everyone. 
 Again, I feel blessed to be on the staff 
at FBC Bristol. I believe God has great 
plans for this church in this community 
and beyond. I look forward to serving and 
growing in Christ alongside all of you in 
2020! 
   Blessings, Leigh 

 
All Church Ministry Teams 

 
 
     
 

All ministry teams will meet jointly in a 
“team luncheon meeting” on Sunday, 
January12, following worship. The 
meeting will be in Rosser Hall. Those 
attending will include members of the 

following teams:  the Worship Team, the 
Membership Team, the Discipleship Team,  
the Ministry Team, and the Missions 
Team.  



Deacon of the Week for January  

\ 
January   5 - Leroy Doran 
January 12 - David Hicks 
January 19 - Matt Chandler 
January 26 - Wallace Elliott 

Usher for the Month of January  

 

Head Usher:  Harry Scanlan, 423-217-9347 

 
 
    

 
Our Staff 

Rev. Kris Aaron Senior Pastor 
Rev. Ben Ondrak Associate Pastor 
Mrs. Jackie Burnette Pianist 
Rev. Leigh Clark Minister of Music 
 

Mr. Dennis Thomas Sexton 
Mrs. Marcine Robinette Parish Nurse 
Ms. Terri Thomas  Financial Secretary 
Ms. LaVerne Brown Administrative Assistant 
 

Church Phone : 276.669.8191 
Fax: 276.669.5082 

E-mail: info@fbcbristol.org 
Website: www.fbcbristol.org 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
1 Virginia Street 
P.O. Box 116 
Bristol, VA 24203 

FBC Minister On-Call Schedule 
    

Jan. 4-5 Kris Aaron, 803-225-0795 
Jan. 11-12 Ben Ondrak, 423-217-8934 
Jan. 18-19 Kris Aaron, 803-225-0795 
Jan. 25-26 Ben Ondrak, 423-217-8934 


