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  THE FIRST WORD  

 

1 VIRGINIA STREET       
BRISTOL, VIRGINIA 24201 

First Baptist Family, 
 2020 is nearly over. If you’re like me, this past year wasn’t 
anything like what you had planned or expected.  2020 has been 
a hard year, and the pandemic has shaped and colored 
everything. Consequently, people are understandably ready to 
move on. We’re all holding out hope that this upcoming year 
will be better than the last, and there’s promising news on that 
front. By now, I’m sure that all of you have seen the 
encouraging news about a COVID vaccine. Recently, Dr. Fauci 
stated that he was cautiously optimistic that a vaccine would be 
ready for public consumption by April/May 2021. As we 
continue to see cases rise both locally and around the country, as 
people are forced to change holiday plans, hearing that note of 
optimism and encouragement is exactly what we need. Such 
news gives us hope when we desperately need it. We all know, 
however, that vaccines aren’t where our ultimate hope comes 
from.  Our ultimate hope comes from Jesus Christ, which is why 
the Advent season is so important. Advent is a season of 
waiting, which we’ve gotten pretty good at by this point. It’s a 
season of waiting and preparation as we prepare our hearts for 
the Christ child. It’s also a season in which we both look 
forward and look backward. We look backward to when the 
Christ child first entered the world, and we look forward to 
when Jesus will one day return. Like most of 2020, Advent this 
year isn’t going to be quite like we initially planned. It’s going 
to be different, but different doesn’t mean that it won’t be 
special. Different doesn’t mean that it won’t be meaningful. 
Different doesn’t mean that it won’t be hopeful. As a staff, we 
have worked very hard to come up with a set of activities that 
both honors the significance of this season while also taking 
COVID seriously. I encourage you to join us in these events.  I 
think you’ll be glad you did. 
 Our first Advent activity actually happened before Advent 
even started. That was our Chrismon drop-off on Sunday, 
November 22. Church families made Chrismon ornaments 
which now adorn our Christmas trees in the sanctuary. People 
also picked up Advent devotional books and a cookie or two as 
a nice treat. On Sunday, November 29 we had a modified 
Hanging of the Greens service. While we couldn’t process the 
greenery in like we had hoped, we were able to explain what the 
different decorations of this season mean and why they are 
significant. On Sunday, December 6, we’re going to have a 
modified Service of Lessons and Carols. Unfortunately, we 
won’t be able to have our usual Christmas Cantata, but Leigh 
has worked hard planning a service that uses the musical talents 
of multiple church members while also keeping people safe. It 
will be an abbreviated service, but it will be powerful. On the 

evening of Sunday, December 13, we’re going to premiere our 
Kidz Christmas Movie!  You will be sent a private YouTube 
link via email, so you can watch the video. Because the children 
performers will be credited, this movie will not be posted on the 
church Facebook page or the church website. We are doing this 
for safety reasons. If you cannot access YouTube or don’t have 
an email address, please let us know in the church office and we 
can mail you a DVD copy. Jackie, Ben, and our children have 
worked very hard. You don’t want to miss it! 

That night will also be our annual churchwide 
Christmas dinner. Rather than eating at the church though, we’re 
going to have to-go plates available for pick-up. The meal won’t 
be quite as formal and the fellowship will be sorely missed, but 
it is our attempt to maintain a degree of normalcy in an 
abnormal time. More information about how to sign up will be 
coming soon, so be sure to check your inbox. And finally, we’ll 
end the Advent season with our annual Christmas Eve service. 
This service will also have a slight tweak. While it will be at the 
same time, we’re asking people to sign in via Zoom to join us 
(we’ll record the service for those who don’t have Zoom so you 
can watch it). We’d like for everyone to dress up, have their 
communion prepared, and have their candles ready to light. 
We’ll have everyone on mute, but we are able to put everyone 
on the screen. We’ll be able to see members of our church 
family as we all worship together. That togetherness is one of 
the things that makes our Christmas Eve service so special, and 
we’re trying to replicate it as best we can, given the current 
circumstances. 
 I know Advent and Christmas won’t be the same this year.  
And I know that’s disappointing. Tradition helps give meaning. 
It helps make things special, and now it feels as though the 
holiday season is just one more thing this virus has stolen from 
us.  But while it may feel that way, that doesn’t make it true. 
Christmas is still coming. The Christ child is still coming. 
Immanuel, God With Us, is still coming. In his famous book, 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas, Dr. Seuss put it this way, 
“Every Who down in Who-ville, the tall and the small, Was 
Singing! Without any presents at all!  He HADN’T stopped 
Christmas from coming! IT CAME!  Somehow or other, it came 
just the same!” A virus has not stopped God from working 
around us and through us as a congregation.  And a virus will 
not stop Christmas from coming either. It’s practically here, so 
hold onto hope, my dear brothers and sisters, because the reason 
for our hope will be here soon!  

Grace and Peace, 
Kris 



The Christmas Remedy by Cindy and Erin Woodsmall was given to our FBC library by Marilyn Butler. This fictional 
story was inspired by an untimely, decade old tragedy after which Holly Zook dedicated herself to bringing better 
healthcare and preventative methods to her Plain community. She doesn't have room in her busy life for a traditional 
Old Order Amish courtship and marriage and she can't imagine how she could be a traditional wife and mother and also 
fulfill her mission to save Amish lives. As the snows of December arrive and Christmas fills the air, will Holly discover 
there is grace within the Amish traditions for a woman like her? Will her heart, already filled with love for her Lord and 
her community have room for something more?   

Library Lines 

• 29 NOV– 1st Sunday of Advent 
  - Modified Hanging of the Greens online   
    Service 
• 06 DEC– 2nd Sunday of Advent  
    - Modified Service of Lessons and Carols   
       online service 
• 13 DEC– 3rd Sunday of Advent 
  - Online Advent Service 
  - Kidz Christmas Movie Premiere and To-Go  
       Christmas Dinner in the evening  
• 20 DEC– 4th Sunday of Advent 
  - Online Advent Service 
• 24 DEC– Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
  - Candlelight Service at 5:30 p.m. 
  - Please dress nicely, have your communion  
    elements prepared, candles ready, and then  
    join us for a Zoom Church service.  



EXTEND HOPE AND HOSPITALITY 
 

This year’s theme shares how our church can 
extend a lasting hope and loving hospitality in 

vey real ways to refugees, people living in 
poverty, and marginalized families and children 

around the world through your gifts. The 
mission Jesus gave us to share the Gospel to all 
nations has never been more important than it 
is now. In these days of pandemic, our field 
personnel are called to minister to and help 
meet the urgent, critical, and ever emerging 

needs in the communities in which our church 
lives and serves.  

Decorate the Tree with Caps 
and Gloves 

A church-wide mission opportunity is available. 
We need people to decorate the tree in front of the 
church with winter items during the cold months. 

Items you can donate for this project are 
toboggans, adult-sized gloves, and socks. We 

need people to be responsible to package these 
items and tie on the tree. This is something you 

can do anytime of day or on weekends when it is 
cold. By doing this, we can show others we care 

and want them to be more comfortable.  
Remember WARM is the key word here.  Right 

now, Dollar Tree and Dollar General have a great 
supply or you can shop wherever you choose.  We 

will have supplies for packaging at the church.  
For more information and to sign up for a small 

block of time, please call Linda Pruner at 
276.669.3592, or 276.669.5082 

 

• Board of 
Admin. Meeting  

 - 14 DEC, 5 p.m. 

• Deacons’ 
Meeting 

 - 14 DEC, 7 p.m. 

• Annual Business 
Meeting 

 - 09 DEC, 6 p.m. 
 

 
 

• Sunday School 

 - Sundays 10 a.m.  

 

• Monday 
Morning Coffee 
Klatsch  

 - Mondays 10a.m. 
 

 
 

• Prayer Meeting 
     -Wednesdays,   
     6 p.m. 
 

• Choir  Practice 
 -Wednesdays,  
     7 p.m. 
 
 

Annual Business Meeting 

The Annual Business Meeting will occur at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 9th via Zoom.  

Church Office 
The Church Office will be closed December 23-25 
and January 1. The office will remain open until 1 
p.m. December 31 for any end of year donations.   



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
1 Virginia Street 
P.O. Box 116 
Bristol, VA 24203 

FBC Minister On-Call Schedule    

 

December 5-6:           Dr. Kris Aaron - (803) 225-0795 
December 12-13:   Rev. Ben Ondrak - (423) 217-8934  
December 19-20:       Dr. Kris Aaron - (803) 225-0795 
December 26-27:       Dr. Kris Aaron - (803) 225-0795  
 

         Deacon of the Week for December: 

 
December 6: Steve Talbert 

December 13: Mike Warren 
December 20: Roberta Yowell 

December 27: Jerry Sorrell 
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Dr. Kris Aaron————--Senior Pastor 
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Rev. Leigh Clark——-Minister of Music 
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Ms. Terri Thomas —————Church Administrator 
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Contact Information: 
Church Phone: (276)669-8191 

Fax: (276)669-5082 
Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
E-mail: info@fbcbristol.org 

Website: www.fbcbristol.org 
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