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  THE FIRST WORD  
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Walt has been with us for the 
last year serving as our 
Interim Pastor. He and his 
wife, Jane, have driven many 
miles “over the mountain and 
through the woods” in rain, 
snow, and sunshine to 
inspire, challenge, entertain, 

and love us. Below are some parting words from a few of 
our members as a small tribute to the time, kindness, and 
love he has shown our church family. 
 
Walt,  
A good friend tells you what you need to hear. You are 
truly a good friend to our church. You have preached 
God’s word and told us what we need to hear. You prayed 
for us, counseled us, and taught us. We are grateful for 
both you and Jane. 
           Marilyn & Ben Butler 
 
We met with Walt a week before the wedding and he 
informs us he has found out due to the strict regulations 
that he is not licensed after all to marry us in the State of 
Virginia. Wanting Walt to perform the ceremony, we 
started looking at all our options. So, after a beautiful 
ceremony in the Train Station on the Virginia side, we 
were out the door. Thanks to Hurricane Florence it was 
raining as we started to make our trek across the state 
line. Walt takes off his long black robe and throws it over 
Jackie’s head, and we are were off. About halfway there, 
Walt says...Jackie you crack me up. We’re like...just keep 
walking! Once under the TN sign, he marries us again. 
“Practice makes perfect” 
           Jeff & Jackie Burnette  
 
Walt & Jane,  
We have very much enjoyed our little chats with both of 
you during your time here.  
          Eldon & Linda Wilson 
P.S. I thank you for the hunt cap from S.D.  
 

Walt & Jane,  
 Thank you for being our interim pastor. You led us 
spiritually, taught us, and made us laugh. May God bless 
you and Jane, Thank you both for everything you have 
done for our church.  
                                              Leroy & Trish Doran 
 
Walter, you are truly a breath of fresh air, or hot air, 
depending, Joan and I have enjoyed your messages and 
humor so very much. Thank you for preparing us for the 
next step forward in our journey with our Lord and Savior 
and the future of FBC. 
 

Joan says, “good riddance to the elephant in the room” 
that school in Tuscaloosa, Ala.  
 

                                Love you brother Walt, 

                                               Ronnie and Joan Guest 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone is invited to a reception following the worship 
service on December 2. This will be Walter’s next-to-last 
Sunday with us, and we want to show our appreciation to 
Walter and Jane for their ministry with us during the past 
year. Light refreshments will be served. 
 
Thank you Walt and Jane for your love, support , and 
encouragement for our church! 

   W  - Warm-hearted, wise, and witty 
 
    A  - Amiable, animated, and amazing 
 
    L  -  Loyal, learned, and lovable 
 
    T  - Tenacious, thorough, and trustworthy 
 
    E  - Expert, encouraging, and extroverted 
 
    R  - Respected, resourceful, and retired! 

Thank You, Walter Draughon 



When former pastor,  William Powell 
Tuck, visited our church to take part in 
the dedication of the chapel in Joann 

Feazell's memory, he brought along four books for our 
library.  Tuck is the author of thirty books including 
these four, many of which are already a part of our non
-fiction collection. A list of these can be found in the 
library database by searching with his name.  Which 
Voice Will You Follow: Hearing and Answering 
Christ's Call pushes aside dogmatism and narrow 
provincialism and summons the reader to a bold faith 
that invites questions, doubts, and misgivings as it 
seeks for meaning in an increasingly skeptical world.  
It can be a valuable resource for teachers developing 
lessons for youth and adults, as well as for personal 
study directing one toward strengthened faith and 
growth in Christian life and service.    
 Added to our historical fiction collection is 
Auschwitz Lullaby by Mario Escobar. Helene 
Hannemann was a German Jew and nurse who was 
forced into service at the camp hospital where she 
sacrificed everything for the Romani children under 
her care. Through sheer force of will, she provided a 
haven for the children of Auschwitz--an act of 
kindness that illuminates this darkest night of human 
history.   

The music department is busy 
getting ready for the Advent 
season. Christmas music is 
being prepared by three 
choirs - children’s choir, the handbell choir, and the 
Sanctuary choir. For details about rehearsals and 
presentation of the children’s musical program, see the 
next page.  
 

The Sanctuary choir is preparing a traditional 
Christmas cantata which will be presented on 
December 16 at 10:30 a.m. The prelude will begin 
with music presented by the handbell choir, soloists, 
string quartet, and the instrumentalists at 10:30. Our 
regular choir members will be joined by the East 
Tennessee State Chorale. Bring someone with you for 
this Christmas treat. Invite your friends and neighbors! 

Congratulations to Haley Fuller Bright 
and Chad Bright who are expecting twins 
in December (or earlier). The Shower 
Team has set up a basket in the church 
office where you may drop off gift cards 
to Target, cash, or gifts for the Brights by 
Sunday, November 11. Gift Cards for 

purchasing diapers and other baby supplies are always 
appreciated. Since they want to wait until the babies 
are born to learn the genders, we do not know whether 
they will need pink or blue supplies. 

 Call Weekend 
 

The Pastor Search Committee has invited Rev. Kris 
Aaron to preach a trial sermon at 11 a.m. on Sunday, 
November 18. The weekend includes the following 
opportunities to meet the Aaron family: 
 

Drop-in Reception. On Saturday, November  17, 
from 3 until 4 p.m., a drop-in reception in Rosser Hall 
for Kris and Clary will be hosted by the Pastor Search 
Committee. Everyone is invited to attend. 
 

Breakfast with the Candidate. On Sunday, 
November 18, from 9 until 9:40 a.m., a breakfast with 
the candidate will be held in Rosser Hall. Coffee and 
sausage biscuits will be served. 
 

Worship Service at 11 a.m. on November  18. Rev. 
Aaron will preach. 
 

Business Meeting. At the close of our  worship 
service, the church will be called into a special 
business meeting in order for members to vote by 
secret ballot regarding the call of Rev. Aaron. 

 
On behalf of the Finance 
Committee, thank you for your 
participation in Stewardship Sunday 
events.   
During worship on Sunday, October 
21, 2018 a combination of pledges 
and consistent giving patterns 
totaled $448,000. The Finance 

Committee will now begin the 2018 budget process as 
we at First Baptist continue to remain faithful to the 
many ministries we support both locally and globally.   



Fall Youth Retreat - “The Joy of Life.”  

The cost is $75 and  includes lodging in a 
five-bedroom condo, transportation, and 

most of the meals for the weekend. Other costs include 
money for two fast-food meals and $25 for a 
recreational activity. Please contact Ben Ondrak for 
more information and availability.  

Our church raised $3,517.93 in 
donations for Samaritan’s Purse to aid 
the relief efforts in states affected by  
natural disasters this past year. Thank 
you very much for your generous gifts 
to this project. 
 

If you would like to place a poinsettia in the sanc-
tuary during the Christmas season, please fill in 
the information below and return to the church 
office. Cost of each poinsettia is $15. We will have a 
poinsettia tree, so we will need more this year.  
 
 

In memory of:  _____________________________________________________ 

 
 

In honor of:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Given by:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

* Sponsored by The Chancel Committee 

 

December 9, 2018 
At 6:30 p.m. 

 

Annual Christmas Dinner 

 

The Christmas Dinner will immediately follow 
the FBC Children & Youth Christmas Play. To 

help offset the costs, a donation of $10 per 
person is set, and $5 per child. Reservations are 

needed by Thursday, Decem ber  6. You can 
make reservations by calling the church office at 
276-669-8191 or emailing office@fbcbristol.org  

 
 
 

On Monday, November 5, we will be visiting the 
Freiberg’s German restaurant in downtown  

Johnson City, TN. Freiberg’s offers the upmost 
German experience and cuisine. From authentic 

German dishes made from scratch, to the cozy, rustic 
interior, you will get a taste of genuine German 

hospitality. The bus will leave the church at 10:30 
a.m. Please contact the office to signup. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Presented by: FBC Children & Youth 

 
When: Sunday, December 9 at 5:30 p.m.  

 
Where:  FBC Sanctuary  

 

The story behind “The Power of the K.I.N.G” revolves 
around radio station K-I-N-G. A major winter storm is 

threatening to shut down the entire state. Unable to play 
any recorded music due to the limitations of the back-up 
generator, the radio station staff hastily scrambles to put 
together a live radio broadcast telling the joyous Good 

News of the Christmas story!! 
 

 
In addition to their short practice on Sunday morning 
during the worship time, our children are rehearsing every 
Wednesday evening from 6 to 7 p.m. Dinner  for  
children is included in this time. 
 
Make it a family night. Bring your children for the practice 
while you enjoy dinner and a short Bible study with adults 
in Rosser Hall (also 6-7 p.m.) Childcare is available for 
babies and preschoolers not participating in the Christmas 
play. 

The Hannah Sunday School class will 
be decorating the tree outside the 
sanctuary again with hats, scarves, 
gloves, and socks for the needy. 
Donations are needed to help keep it 

stocked. If you would like to participate, donations 
may be dropped off in the Hannah classroom. This is a 
great opportunity to minister to those in need in our 
community. 



 
 
    

 
Our Staff 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
1 Virginia Street 
P.O. Box 116 
Bristol, VA 24203 

Deacon of the Week for November 
 

November 4 - Nelson Gwaltney 
November 11 - Linda Pruner 
November 18 - David Hicks 

November 25 - David Crockett, Jr 

Ushers for the Month of November 
 

Head Usher:  Dennis Hare (423)-534-2080 
Justin & Katie Rogers 

Ron & Joan Guest 
Eldon and Linda Wilson 

Sandy Cook 
 

Greeters:   
Leroy Doran  

 Freda Watson 

Dr. Walter Draughon Interim Pastor 
Rev. Ben Ondrak Associate Pastor 
Mr. Eric D. Hicks Minister of Music 
Mrs. Angie Hicks Assistant Minister of Music 
Ms. Jackie Burnette Pianist 

Mrs. Tabetha Palumbo Children’s Director 
Mrs. Marcine Robinette Parish Nurse 
Ms. Kay LaSpina Sexton 
Mr. Dennis Thomas Sexton 
Ms. Terri Thomas  Financial Secretary 

Church Phone : 276.669.8191 
Fax: 276.669.5082 

E-mail: info@fbcbristol.org 
Website: www.fbcbristol.org 

October 2018 
Financial Report  

Monthly Information  

Budgeted  Income  $         36,295.00  

Actual Income  $         34,875.00  

Actual Expenses  $         33,970.00  

Monthly Gain/(Loss)  $               905.00  

Year-To-Date for 2018 

Budgeted  Income  $      384,650.00  

Actual Income  $      378,033.00  

Actual Expenses  $      333,649.00  

YTD Gain/(Loss)  $         44,384.00  

Account Balances 

General Fund  $      171,990.00  


