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First Baptist Family, 
   

 As we enter the month of October, we will begin our 
annual discussion on stewardship.  Most think of 
stewardship as simply about money, but that’s not 
quite right, and I would challenge you to deepen your 
definition. Yes, stewardship involves money, but it 
involves a whole lot more. Being a good steward means 
taking care of all that God has given you. Therefore, 
stewardship involves our time, talents, and treasure. 
When we discuss stewardship, we aren’t just talking 
about how much money you give to the church; we’re 
talking about how you give of your 
time and talents as well. The fact is 
that there is a cost to doing ministry. 
There’s a financial cost. Ministry 
costs money, but there’s a cost in 
terms of people, too. While we designate money in our 
annual budget to go towards missions, and we can’t do 
that without people giving joyfully and generously of 
their finances, we also have people who graciously give 
of their time and share their talents to serve others. All 
of those components are required to do ministry 
effectively, and all of them are a part of stewardship. 
Consequently, all of them should be part of our 
conversation this month.   
 On Sunday, October 27, people are going to have the 
opportunity to submit their pledges for 2020. These 
pledges are what the church uses to build a budget for 
the next year. After worship that day, we’ll have a 
luncheon in Rosser Hall.  As we approach October 27, I 
want to encourage you to think about all the many 
blessings that God has given you, and I’d like for you to 
think about how God may be calling you to do more in 
the upcoming year. Maybe you’re blessed financially 
and can afford to give more. Maybe you have some 
more time on your hands than you’re used to and can 
afford to get more involved in the life of the church.     

Or maybe you’ve discovered a talent that you didn’t 
know you had and can afford to use it to bless others 
around you. Whatever the case may be, I invite you to 
think about what God has given you, how you might be 
a good steward of that blessing, and how you might use 
it to bless someone else. There’s an old adage that’s 
been uttered so much that it’s become cliche , but it 
remains true. “You can’t out-give God.“ I would add that 
I’ve never heard of someone who’s tried who hasn’t 
been blessed by it. They’ve always received more than 
they’ve given. The time, talents, and treasure of this 

congregation are needed for us to 
be the church God is calling us to be. 
They don’t just help the church pay 
its bills. They literally help feed the 
hungry and clothe the naked. They 

minister to the children and youth of this community. 
They help the least of these in immeasurable ways. 
They share the good news of Jesus Christ, and help this 
church fulfill its mission. By giving of your time, talents, 
and treasure, you allow this church to walk boldly into 
the future that God has placed before us. Stewardship is 
vital for a congregation because it’s a fundamental 
requirement for the journey of faith. It shows that one 
trusts in God more than his or her own possessions. It 
shows that one values the opportunities he or she has 
to participate in Kingdom work. It shows that one 
remembers that God is ultimately in control.  
Stewardship is a tangible expression of our faithfulness, 
and it is something that Scripture commands us to do. 
As we continue to talk about it in the upcoming weeks, I 
hope you’ll engage in some self-reflection and ask if 
God might be calling you to give more.  I know that you 
and this church will both be blessed by it if you do. 
    

Grace and Peace, 
Kris 

The time, talents, and treasure of this 
congregation are needed for us to be the 
church God is calling us to be.  



Notes from Leigh    

I truly believe that music is one of the most beautiful 
gifts that God has given us.  Whether 
you are a talented musician who enjoys 
performing or someone who loves to 
listen to the radio, music is a blessing. 
There is music for every occasion and 
every mood. A song can suddenly transport you back to a 
special memory. We often mark the milestones in our life 
with special songs. I believe God knew all of this from the 
beginning because He knows us and loves us.  

We are blessed at FBC Bristol with wonderful, talented 
musicians. I appreciate their faithfulness to rehearsal 
and to worship. They are servants of the Lord. I hope 
that you will take the time to express your appreciation 
to them every chance you get!  

You are invited to become a part of the music ministry 
team! I would love to know more about your talents and 
interests in regard to music for worship. Feel free to 
contact me or see me on Wednesday or Sunday to find 
out how to get involved! We are working on our music 
for Christmas now – come and join us on Wednesdays at 
7 for rehearsal, fellowship and prayer. 

Commitment Sunday 
October 27, 2019 

Following our worship service on Commitment Sunday, 
October 27, 2019, you are invited to our Quarterly 
Business Meeting and luncheon.  

According to our church’s by-laws, chairs of teams and 
boards are asked to give a quarterly report of the 
group’s activities. The report can be either written or 
oral. If the report is written,  please give a copy to the 
church office by October 24 so copies can be made for 
the membership. The information you share will be 
helpful in keeping the membership informed of what is 
happening in our church.  

Family Fellowship Weekend 

Saturday, October 26 

Bring the entire family 
Trip to a corn maze at Fender’s Farm. 
Cost:  $13 per adult (12 and older); 

$11 per child 4-11; Ages under 4 - free. 
Snacks and pumpkins available at Fender’s. 

Depart the church at 2:30 p.m. and return about 6 p.m.  
Papa John’s Pizza when we get back to church  

    

Sunday, October 27 
Decorate Pumpkins at the Church 

3-5 p.m. 
Decorate with mixed media or carve. 

Entire family included! 

Quarterly Sunday Family Breakfast 
Sunday, October 6, 9-9:45 

    

Blackbird Bakery pastries, Hardees biscuits,  

fruit juice, milk, and coffee.  

A great opportunity for you to bring friends to get 
acquainted with First Baptist Bristol. At 9:45 a.m., Kris will 
lead a combined Sunday School class in the chapel for adults 
and college students. Preschool, children, and youth will 
meet in their Sunday School classes. 

Called Church Business Meeting 
Sunday, October 6 

    

Following  the worship service, there will be a called 
business meeting for the purpose of  discussing and voting 
on the replacement of the sound system in the 
sanctuary.  In accordance with our financial policy any 
purchases over $2,500 requires the expenditures to be 
presented and approved by the members of First Baptist 
Bristol.  

Deacon Nominations by October 7 
The Deacon Nominating Committee invites everyone to 
submit nominations for the 2020-2022 slate of Deacons to 
the church office by October 7. 2019. A nomination is a vote 
for that person.  

First Monday Trips 
    

Join us for a fun trip each month.  Bring  a friend (or two). 
Dates for the next two months are October 14 and 
November 4. 

 October 14 - Shop for apples, pumpkins, gourds, etc., at the 
Asheville Farmer’s Market and enjoy lunch at the Moose 
Restaurant. Some of our people look forward to apple 
butter with biscuits at the Moose Restaurant! 
    

 November 4 - Farmers’ Daughter 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

This year we will not be filling boxes. Instead, 
we will be sending money in envelopes to 
Samaritan’s Purse to be used to help victims of 

disaster, disease, poverty, famine, and war. You were mailed 
a letter and envelope earmarked for Samaritan’s Purse, and 
you may turn in your donations through Sunday, October 27. 



Library Lines 
    

 
 As our church plans for 
renewal and growth in the years to 
come, it is good for its members to 

look back on the rich traditions embraced by our 
Baptist heritage. Our Baptist Tradition by former 
FBC pastor, seminary professor, theologian, historian, 
and author Bill Tuck is a book every Baptist should 
read. It is written for lay people and is only 112 pages 
long including the bibliography and discussion 
questions. It concisely outlines the distinctive beliefs 
Baptists hold that distinguish them from other 
denominations while emphasizing Christ's expressed 
intention for the Church to be unified. This is an 
excellent selection for individual or small-group 
study. Additionally, we have The Baptist Identity: 
Four Fragile Freedoms  by Walter B. Shurden which 
is a perfect book to read in conjunction with Our 
Baptist Tradition.  Another related book is 
Reclaiming and Re-Forming Baptist Identity: 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship  which was given to 
our church on Sunday, September 22, by the author, 
Terry Maples, who was our guest speaker.  

My Journey of Faith 
By David Hicks 

    

Vacation Bible School 1965—that’s when I made my 
walk from the third pew on the right side of the 
Sanctuary to the front of the church where the Rev. Paul 
Harding was waiting. Why? Because my brother did. 
This was probably the only time I ever followed my 
brother doing anything. I was baptized, I believe, on May 
8, 1966, on Mother’s Day at evening worship service so 
my grandmother would come and not miss her own 
church’s morning service. We were the family there 
every time the doors opened. My parents were active 
and so were us kids. Speed ahead to Summer of 1973. 
Choir tour to California. First year of college in the 
books. And I partook in a lot of “extracurricular” 
activities that year at ETSU. I had not been your perfect 
little “choir boy” to say the least. We sang at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Hayward, CA, one night and God truly 
spoke to me that night during our concert and reminded 
me of those things. At the end of the concert (and for the 
first and only time in any church) the pastor, Mike, 
gave an invitation. That night I re-dedicated my life to 
Christ and I think for the first time really felt what God 
Speak actually was. God has been there for healing and 
comfort ever since.  

I’ve always said I have to be God’s “poster boy” for how 
NOT to be a Christian. But He’s always been there for me. 
From the passing of my parents and our son to my 
“skirmish” with cancer, God has provided me with a 
peace that passes all understanding. He has given me 
“Prayer Warriors” through these times and even still I 
ask for their prayers for great results on follow-up scans. 
I can’t imagine what life would be like without having 
faith in God to get me through. So many times things 
happen where I just look up to the heavens, point to Him 
and say “I know that was You. “Good one, Big Guy.”. As 
years go by, I find it easier to go to Him than I used to 
and accept His way. My prayer is that my kids and 
grandkids can experience this same kind of faith and 
belief in my Heavenly Father as I have over my years.  

Save These Dates 
 
      

Parents’ Night Out 
November 9, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
    

Fall Youth Retreat 
November 15-17, Pigeon Forge! 
Cost:  $90 pays for food, transportation, and fun! 
Registration is open. See Ben Ondrak. 

Fruit Basket Delivery—November 21 

Art Wall 
Please submit Christmas art to be 
displayed on the art wall for the month 
of December. Any media is welcome: 
photography, painting, drawing, 
quilting, jewelry, wreaths, or mixed 

media. We will also devote part of the hall to 
children’s Christmas art and letters to Santa.  Submit 
entries to Rose Sorrell by  
November 25. 
    

Breakfast with Santa 

Saturday morning November 30, 10 a.m. 
 
Family Christmas Program 
The Children’s Christmas production will be  
December 8, followed by the annual Christmas 
dinner. Rehearsals are underway on Wednesdays at  
6 p.m. and during Children’s Church on Sunday 
mornings.  

CRAZY, BUSY, PEACEFUL, HOLY NIGHT! 
    

Our Kidz Christmas play practice is in full swing 
Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. We are extremely "BUSY" on 
Wednesdays with music and motions at 6, then at 6:30 it's 
on to food! "Thank You" to all those that have signed up 
and are furnishing the meals for us!  Once we have our 
meal, it's on to "Holy" time with our Mission 
Moments. Lastly, things can get a little "CRAZY" with game 
time....but so much fun!  
    

If your child, grandchild, neighbors, OR if you're a child at 
heart and would love to be a part, please email me @ 
jackie@fbcbristol.org to be added to our email notifications 
"CRAZY" list or contact the church office @ 276-669-8191  

mailto:jackie@fbcbristol.org


 
 
    

 
Our Staff 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
1 Virginia Street 
P.O. Box 116 
Bristol, VA 24203 

    

Ushers for the Month of October  

 Head Usher: Wallace Elliott  
 Ushers:   Stephanie, Jackson, and Turner Elliott 
 Katie and Justin Rogers 

Rev. Kris Aaron Senior Pastor 
Rev. Ben Ondrak Associate Pastor 
Mrs. Jackie Burnette Pianist 
Rev. Leigh Clark Interim Minister of Music 
 

Mr. Dennis Thomas Sexton 
Ms. Kay LaSpina Sexton 
Mrs. Marcine Robinette Parish Nurse 
Ms. Terri Thomas  Financial Secretary 
 

Church Phone : 276.669.8191 
Fax: 276.669.5082 

E-mail: info@fbcbristol.org 
Website: www.fbcbristol.org 

   

Deacon of the Week for October  

\ 
 October 6—Tom Makres 
 October 13—Leroy Doran 
 October 20—Eldon Wilson 
 October 27—Mike Browder 

October FBC Minister On-Call Schedule: 
    

Oct. 5-6: Rev. Kris Aaron, 803-225-0795  
Oct. 12-13: Rev. Ben Ondrak, 423-217-8934 
Oct. 19-20:  Rev. Kris Aaron, 803-225-0795 
Oct. 26-27: Rev. Ben Ondrak, 423-217-8934 


