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  THE FIRST WORD  

 
1 VIRGINIA STREET       

BRISTOL, VIRGINIA 24201 

“Love is caring about someone who is more important 
than things or yourself. Love is what God feels for us 

everyday and love can’t be bought. So love everyone.” 
 

           ♥♥Brit Crockett 

“Love is caring for and being there for someone. God 
shows us love everyday by caring for us, and being there 
for us. God’s love for us is unconditional and unending.  
John 3:16  16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave 

his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life.’”  

 

           ♥♥Kinston Williams 

“God’s love is finding the calm in all  
of life’s uncertainty.” 

 

           ♥♥Braden Talbert 

“I define love as trust, faith, and loyalty. Love is the 
feeling I get when my parents hug me tight and say they 

love me. Love is God’s arms wrapped around us 
keeping us safe and giving us the comfort of knowing 

everything is alright. Love is unconditional!” 
 

          ♥♥Kiley Williams 

“I think that God’s love is more than just God loving each 
person. I feel that it is a message that as a Christian I need 
to spread. Show that we care for one another and that we 
help out each other, and to make sure that we love each 
other with our heart, our soul, our mind, and all of our 

strength. Just like we do for God, and God does for us.” 
            

           ♥♥Blake H. McElroy 

“Love makes me happy. Love makes people kind. 
 Love is a wonderful embrace.” 

            

           ♥♥Ava Barger 

“Love is Forgiveness.” 
 

           ♥♥Dennis Leonard 

“Love is the ultimate.” 
            

             ♥♥Freda Watson 

“Love is a priceless thing.” 
           

               ♥♥Imogene Riley 

“Love is family.” 
           

               ♥♥Linda Sprouse 

“Love looks like dignity. 
It recognizes the worth of a person.” 

 

           ♥♥Marilyn Butler 



It isn't easy to keep track of a 
promising book after it finds its way 
onto the library shelves containing 
hundreds of others. Recently, I 
rediscovered this little 

gem, "SECRETS OF THE BEST CHOICE"  
that earned The Gold Medallion Book 
Award for excellence in Christian literature. 
SECRETS... is made up of "Let's Talk 
About It Stories for Kids" that are ideal for 
family devotions, Sunday School, or a kid's 
personal quiet time.  The fictional stories 
portray children going through real-life situations and 
making real-life decisions.  Chapter titles include, D.J. 
& the Bully; Libby Comes to Bat; I Dare you; and The 
Big Test.  Every chapter concludes with a Bible verse 
and prayer to reinforce the lesson about Moral and 
Ethical Choices.    

In keeping with February's Black History 
Month, the library is spotlighting 
two books of historical fiction by 
noted Christian author, Michael 
Phillips: A Perilous Proposal and 
Miss Katie's Rosewood.  These 
feature black characters who 

faced terrible danger and retribution in their 
search for freedom from slavery on plantations in the 
South.  

We will take up an offering for local 
benevolence needs as you leave 
the worship services on Sunday, 
February 4. This is a great chance 
to give to those in need on a day 

when we often indulge rather selfishly. Be part of 
sharing God’s love with those in need. Please give 
generously on Super Bowl Sunday. Every dollar 
donated goes to help local people in need through 
the benevolence ministries of our church. 

Adults of all ages are invited. If you do not 
have a Sunday School class or do not 
regularly attend Sunday School, this may 

be the class for you. How does the Bible relate to 
current events? "Current Events Sunday School Class" 
will be led by Tom Parker and will meet on the first 
Sunday of each month in class room #217 on the 
second floor beginning Sunday,  February 4. Come for 
family breakfast at 9, stay for the class at 9:45.  

GOD’S PROMISE TO YOU IS .... JOY 
 

The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; 
he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; 

he will rest in his love, 
he will joy over thee with 

singing. 
 

Zephaniah 3:17 
 

Sanctuary Choir is beginning to work on new music to 
be used in worship during the last few weeks of winter.  
Then during Lent we will be singing various pieces 
from our Easter cantata “Love Took His Breath Away.”    
 

Just a reminder, we are always looking for new singers 
who would like to sing in the Sanctuary Choir.  We 
rehearse on Wednesday, at 7:00 in the Feazell Music 
Room.  Please know that you are always welcome to 
come and lift your voice in praise. 
 

Our Children’ s Choir has again started meeting during 
worship in the Chapel.  If your child is not participating 
in the Children’s Choir we would certainly love for 
them to come and be a part of this fun and exciting 
group of kids. 
 

In Christ, 
Eric  

First Monday 
 

Monday, March 5, will be our first outing 
of 2018. Our destination is The 
Applewood Barn in Sevierville, TN, so 
keep an eye out in your bulletin and 

weekly emails for more information.  

June 26 
July 10 & July 31 



Mom and Dad, take the night off and 
celebrate a pre-Valentine’s Day date! 
Drop the kids off at Rosser Hall (First 
Baptist Church) for a meal, a movie, 
and games while you have an evening to 

yourself. On Sunday, February 11, 4 pm-6 pm. For ages 
Pre-school (2 ½ yrs) -5th grade. $5 per child. *Pre-
registration is required by February 9. To pre-register 
contact First Baptist Church Office at  
(276) 669-8191 or Tabetha@fbcbristol.org. 

 

 
Hey youth and youth parents! Just to update you on some 
current youth information. Sunday, February 4, following 
church worship we will have a brief youth parent 
meeting to discuss the Spring and Summer events, 
fundraisers, and opportunities for our student ministry! 
Please plan on attending! If you cannot attend, let Ben 
know so he can follow up with you on the plans.  
 
 

Our student ministry is branching out with more 
opportunities for our youth to connect. We are providing 
separate Middle School only and Senior High only 
fellowships each month as well as separate Wednesday 
night Bible Study discussion groups each week.  
 
 

Put these dates on your calendar! Youth Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser Sunday February 11, FBC Youth Yard Sale 
Fundraiser April 20-21, Youth/Adult Mission trip June 
(exact date to be determined),  Youth Camp 
“Unidiversity” July 23-28.    
 
 

Youth Summer Camp - “Unidiversity 2018” July 23-28 at 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Registration 
Information: Thanks to our FBC youth budget, and the cost 
offsetting events we have already had, each student need 
only to pay a $50 registration fee and another $125 
balance as long as they participate in eight hours of church 
service to members of the community. Set up your church 
service through Ben in the church office any time between 
now and camp.  If anyone needs to offset the registration 
or balance payment, also this can be worked out.  Just let 
Ben know! If a student chooses to not work 8 hours of 
church service to offset their cost of camp, they will be 
responsible for paying the $365 cost of camp to 
Unidiversity. *FBC never wants a youth to be restricted 
from participation because of financial commitments. 
To Register for Camp: Registration is open now until 
February 28 with a $50 deposit. After February 28 the cost 
of camp goes up $35 to include a late fee.  

YOUTH FUNDRAISER 
Spaghetti Dinner & Cake Auction February 11, 
following  worship service, Rosser Hall.  
Cost:  donation. Funds raised will go towards 
youth camp and the youth mission trip.  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Saturday, April 28 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

 
Freedom Hall Civic Center 

Johnson City, TN 
 

(This event is part of the Will Graham Celebration and 
is free for all Elementary Aged Children K-6) 

SAVE  

THE  

DATE!  
 

Children’s Easter egg hunt  
 

Sunday, March 25,  2-4 p.m.  
For babies thru 5th grade  

Activities include: egg hunt with prizes, games, egg 
decorating, crafts, music, snacks 

Save the Date!  

 
 

 
 

April 20-21  
 

Start your spring cleaning early! Our youth are sponsoring a 
church-wide yard sale in April to raise money for this year’s 
mission trip, camp, and summer activities. You can call and 
arrange for pick-up on March 17 or 31. You may also drop 

off donations yourself any Friday in March or April between 
9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Let’s make this one the biggest sale yet! 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
1 Virginia Street 
P.O. Box 116 
Bristol, VA 24203 

Deacon of the Week for February  

\ 
February 4 - Mike Warren 
February 11 - David Hicks 

February 18 - Eldon Wilson 
February 25 - Tim Hiss 

Ushers for the Month of February  

 

Head Usher:  Dennis Hare (423)-534-2080 
Joan & Nelson Link 

Tripp  Crockett 
Nic Crockett 

 

Greeters:   
Jim & Linda Pruner 

Dr. Walter Draughon  Interim Pastor 
Rev. Ben Ondrak Associate Pastor 
Mr. Eric D. Hicks Minister of Music 
Mrs. Angie Hicks Assistant Minister of Music 
Ms. Jackie Crum Pianist 

Mrs. Tabetha Palumbo Children’s Director 
Ms. Kay LaSpina Sexton 
Mr. Dennis Thomas Sexton 
Ms. Terri Thomas  Administrative Assistant 

Church Phone : 276.669.8191 
Fax: 276.669.5082 
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Website: www.fbcbristol.org 


