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  THE FIRST WORD  

 
1 VIRGINIA STREET       

BRISTOL, VIRGINIA 24201 

First Baptist Family, 

S pring is in the air. The weather has 

warmed up, and students will soon 

be finishing up the school year. We all 

naturally have an eye towards summer, 

but there are two things I want to 

mention that are taking place this month. 

First, we will be having a church 

workday on Saturday, May 18, from  

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. We are in desperate 

need of some spring cleaning around the 

church. Several rooms on the second 

floor are filled with stuff. We need to go 

through them, see what can be salvaged 

and what needs to be thrown away, 

organize what we keep, inventory it, etc. 

A few rooms will need to be cleaned out, 

and a couple of others will need to be 

painted if we have enough time and 

people for it. Lunch will be provided. 

Many hands make light work, so I hope 

you can join us. Second, we will be 

recognizing our graduates on Sunday, 

May 19. If you know of a graduating high 

school student or college student, please 

let us know in the office.  

 

We want to make sure that all of our 

graduates are recognized and honored 

for their hard work. It will be a special 

Sunday. 

 As you look towards 

summer and plan your 

vacations, don’t forget 

Vacation Bible School. It will be Monday, 

June 3, through Friday, June 7, from 6:30

-8:30 p.m. There will even be a 

component for adults. Gene Eller has 

graciously agreed to teach Bible study 

for our adults, while various volunteers 

will help with our children. Sunday,  

June 9, will be our VBS Sunday where 

children will perform some of the songs 

they learn over the course of that week. 

All in all, it’s shaping up to be a busy May 

and busy summer. I hope you can join us. 

I think you’ll be glad that you did. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Kris 



Workday, May 18 
10 a.m.–3 p.m. 
Lunch provided 

    

Mark your calendars! It is time for the all-church 
cleanup/workday. Everyone is invited to help on 
Saturday, May 18, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. All 
supplies will be provided. There is a lot to do, 
and many hands make the work go faster. There 
are jobs for all ages and abilities. The church will 
provide lunch. Let’s prepare to welcome new 
people! 

 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 
Cumberland Park, noon 

Free 

“Volunteer First” 
    

Let’s give applause to our volunteers! Their 
service at First Baptist Bristol is making our 
church a better place, and we appreciate the 
enormous contribution they make each week. 
Serving as a greeter, usher, teacher/helper with 
children, soup deliverer, or choir member, etc., 
makes a difference.  
    
Maybe you would like to help. Besides making a 
difference in the lives of others, you can benefit in 
these ways:  Serving can actually be fun. You have 
a chance to learn something new, do something 
different, feel needed, and gain leadership skills.  
    
If you are not sure that a specific area of service is 
“your thing,” here’s an opportunity to try out a 
volunteer activity. It’s called “First Volunteer.” You 
can volunteer for a one-time slot in a particular 
ministry with “no strings attached.” You can give it 
a test-drive, see if it is really where God wants you 
to be volunteering in the church. If it isn’t, then 
there is no obligation or long-term commitment, 
and you are free to move on and try something 
different until finding the right fit. 
    
We can reach more people for Jesus and build the 
ministry of our church with your help. Let us 
know where and how often you would like to be 
involved, and we will make it work. Pick up one of 
the volunteer-input forms, or download the form 
from our church website, and join the team of 
volunteers at First Baptist Bristol. 
 

Thank You! 
Thank you for all your help with the yard sale to 
raise money for the youth mission trip. Thanks for 
donations  as well as purchases of items. A special 
note of gratitude to some who spent many, many 
hours in preparation for the sale. We could not 
have done it without you. The total raised was 
over $5,000! 

Terrific Tuesdays 
       

Children (K-5th) are invited to be a part of 
Terrific Tuesdays - Both Tuesdays are in July 
(July 9: Aquarium and July 30: TBD). Since we 
are having a traditional VBS this year, these 
activities will focus on fellowship together. Each 
Tuesday will meet at 9 a.m. at the church and 
return at 4:30 p.m.  More details will be available 
for these day trips in the June First Word. 

Calling all Graduates! 
On Sunday, May 19, we will 
honor any FBC family members 
who are graduating from high 
school or college. If you or 
someone in your family would 
like to be recognized, please call 
the church office. 



 
VBS 2019  
June 3-7  

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  
All Ages: Babies - Adults  

 
 
 

Youth Mission Trip, June 16-23. Travel with us 
to  North Charleston, SC, to help the Metanoia 
Ministry. They work with inner-city families to help 
them get  refurbished housing. They also run 
programs for inner city kids. We will stay in their 
comfortable volunteer house. To register and 
reserve your spot, a registration fee of $75 and a 
medical release form for 2019 must be turned in by 
May 20, 2019.  Sign up ASAP to get one of the 
limited available spots!   
 

Youth Summer Camp - “Unidiversity 2019,” 
July 22-27, in Maryville, TN. Registration 

Information: Thanks to our FBC youth budget, and 
the fundraising events we held, you need to pay only 
an $85 registration fee and another $125 balance as 
long as you participate in eight hours of church 
service to members of the community. Set up your 
church service through Ben in the church office any 
time between now and camp. If anyone needs help 
with the registration or balance payment, talk to 
Ben! If  you choose to not work eight hours of 
church service to offset your cost of camp, you will 
be responsible for paying the $365 cost of camp to 
Unidiversity. (FBC never wants a youth to be 
restricted from participation because of financial 
commitments.)  

Sharing Jesus (without freaking out) 
by Alvin L. Reid, a recent donation, 
was written to teach evangelism, “the 
way you were born to do it," by help-
ing regular believers from teenagers 
to senior adults, from homemakers to 
pastors, have real conversations with people about Je-
sus. Everyone you meet lives somewhere between the 
poles of passion and pain. It is in our everyday conver-
sations that we can help people see that their lives mat-
ter and that the good news of Jesus brings hope in the 
midst of pain. You can benefit from this book if you are 
1) a confident witness  who has led people to Christ and 
helped train others, 2) a believer who has shared Christ 
but hasn’t developed a consistent lifestyle of witness, 3) 
a novice who is generally too unsure or afraid to share 
Christ.   
   

Mother’s Day theme books include picture books, I Love 
My Mommy Because..., My Mommy and I, and Just Like 
Mama by Beverly Lewis. Mother May I by Tina Parker is 
a book of poems about the joys and trials of  
motherhood.  

   If you love handbell 
music, you will not want 
to miss our worship 
service on May 5, when 
our Handbell Choir will be 

presenting music for worship along with a guest 
violinist. The choir has been preparing this music 
for several months, and it will be special! Come and 
receive a blessing!! 
   

Do you like to sing or are you somewhat interested 
in singing in a choir?  If so, you are more than 
welcome to come and participate with the 
Sanctuary Choir this summer. We would love to 
have new smiling faces. We rehearse on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the music 
suite. Please see Eric, Angie, or Jackie for more 
information. 

Taylor Graybeal, older daughter of Steven 
Graybeal and the late Lynnia Graybeal, is 
expecting a baby girl in June. The Shower 
Team has set up a basket in the church office 
where you may drop off gift cards or gifts by 
May 11 for Haven Grace. 



 
 
    

 
Our Staff 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
1 Virginia Street 
P.O. Box 116 
Bristol, VA 24203 

Ushers for the Month of May 
 

Head Usher:  Eldon Wilson 
 

Ushers:  Linda and Mike Browder, Linda Wilson, 
and Justin and Katie Rogers         

 

Greeters:   
Joan and Ronnie Guest 

Rev. Kris Aaron Senior Pastor 
Rev. Ben Ondrak Associate Pastor 
Mr. Eric D. Hicks Minister of Music 
Mrs. Angie Hicks Assistant Minister of Music 
Ms. Jackie Crum Pianist 

Mr. James (Jim) Herzog Sexton  
Ms. Kay LaSpina Sexton 
Mrs.  Marcine Robinette Parish Nurse 
Ms. Terri Thomas  Financial Secretary 
 

Church Phone : 276.669.8191 
Fax: 276.669.5082 

E-mail: info@fbcbristol.org 
Website: www.fbcbristol.org 

FBC Minister On Call Schedule 
 

May 4-5:  Rev. Kris Aaron   803-225-0795 (Cell) 
May 11-12:  Rev. Ben Ondrak    423-217-8934  (Cell) 

May 18-19:  Rev. Kris Aaron   803-225-0795 (Cell) 
May 25-26:  Mr. Eric Hicks   423-534-8188 (Cell). Deacon of the Week for May  

\ 
May 5 - David Hicks 

May 12 - Mary Amburn-Bowman 
May 19 - Leroy Doran 
May 26 - Jeff Burnette 


