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  THE FIRST WORD  

 
1 VIRGINIA STREET       

BRISTOL, VIRGINIA 24201 

First Baptist Family, 

 Provided we don’t see a spike in the number of local Covid-19 cases, we are planning to resume in-person 
services on Sunday, June 14. You should have already seen the church’s plan for re-opening. It was emailed 
to you and posted on Facebook a few weeks ago. That plan outlines the rationale for re-opening and what re-
opening will look like. As I’ve already stated, worship will be very different until an effective treatment is 
found or a vaccine is made for COVID-19. There are a few key points that I want to reiterate, however. 

 First, if you are concerned about your health or the health of a loved one, please stay home. The Board of 
Administration has approved the purchase of live-streaming equipment, which means that people will be able 
to watch worship live while it is happening. One of the reasons we chose to wait until Sunday, June 14, was 
because we didn’t want anyone to miss worship because they were concerned for their safety. You will be 
able to continue watching worship services on the church’s Facebook page, the church’s YouTube channel, 
and the church’s website. 

 Second, for those of you who do plan on attending in-person services, I’d like to remind you about the 
importance of wearing a mask. As I mentioned in our re-opening plan, we want mask-wearing to be the 
expectation. Since then, Governor Northam has stated that people are to wear a mask when they are in public 
places. When we are open for in-person services, church is the very definition of a public place. Please 
continue to wear your mask when you are in the sanctuary. Disposable masks will be provided for those who 
do not have one. I and the rest of the staff will be wearing one. I’ve also asked Dennis to attach a piece of 
plexiglass to the pulpit desk (don’t worry no screws or nails are involved), so that when people step behind 
the pulpit desk their masks can be removed so they can be clearly understood. 

 One thing I failed to mention in the re-opening plan is an exit procedure. On Sunday mornings, I’ll ask that 
we exit the sanctuary in stages so people can remain physically distanced. We’ll start with the balcony and 
then ask people on the main floor to exit based on where they are seated. Those towards the back of the 
sanctuary will be asked to exit first and those seated towards the front of the sanctuary will go last. I will also 
go over this prior to the Benediction at the end of each in-person service. 

 Finally, I’d like to take a brief moment to address what is currently going on in our country. As you know, 
there is social unrest across the nation, and many of our cities are now burning. What started out as peaceful 
protests because of the death of George Floyd at the hands of the police have, in many cases, become violent 
and destructive, and that is tragic. Regardless of how you may personally feel, however, our call as Christians 
is to start with Jesus Christ. Because of that, I urge you to pray for justice and peace. I urge you to pray for all 
who are hurt and grieving. I urge you to pray for ways in which you might be Christ’s peace to them. I also 
urge you to pray for all our elected officials and civil servants; pray that God gives them the wisdom and the 
words to de-escalate this situation and the strength of conviction to take action so that a just peace will 
abound and so that we might become a more perfect union. 

Grace and Peace, 

Kris 



 
 
 
 
 

 

First Baptist Bristol Church readers,  

The following collection of books is 

available on our Kindle Paperwhite: 

 The Reluctant Midwife by Patricia Harman, 

Amish Autumn by Sarah Price, The Walk 

Series (4 books) by Richard Paul Evans, 

Once Beyond a Time by Ann Tatlock, The 

Good Earth by Pearl Buck, The Devil and 

Pastor Gus by Roger Bruner, Girl Meets God: 

a memoir by Lauren Winner, Oh God, It 

Hurts by John A. Thornton,  A Tail of Twisted 

Creek by Lauren Gail, Searching for Sunday 

by Rachel Held Evans, Lottie's Gift by Jane 

Tucker, Simon's Struggle and Sarah's Favor 

by Arwelda Allshouse and The Bridge and 

The Beginning by Karen Kingsbury.   

(The KIndle Paperwhite is available to 
any church member at a request call to 

the church or an email to 
mtabor.1935@gmail.com) 

 

 
 
 

 
Notes from Leigh... 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we (Mark 

and I and you, the FBC congregation) have 

not had much time to get to know each 

other personally. You’ve “seen” me leading 

worship and the choir but we’ve had very 

few engaging conversations. So, I thought I 

would share a little more of “our story” 

with you in this article. (I know it’s a one-

sided conversation at this point, but I sure 

hope that soon we will catch up face to 

face.) 

I grew up in Georgia (go Dawgs!). My 

parents, Royce and Willene McNeal, are 

both still living. My dad is a minister and 

my mom is an R.N. I have three sisters: 

Lisa, Leslie, and Lori; I’m #2 in the order. 

Lisa is a special education teacher; Leslie 

and Lori are both nurses.   

 

My musical career began early – singing in 

church, piano lessons, and joining the band 

(trumpet) in 4th grade. Music was always a 

part of our life. I remember going to my 

Mama Dean’s house and all of dad’s 

brothers and sisters playing and singing – 

we would sit for hours in their living room 

just singing through the hymnal. Those 

visits, I believe, also contributed to my 

competitiveness because there was always 

a boisterous game of Rook, Canasta, 

Caroms, tether-ball, or whatever could be 

“won” – going on! Along with the singing, 

competition, and food- always food, were 

the stories and laughter and a deep, deep 

love of Jesus. Those times - my family 

shaped me.  

Fast forward to college and beyond. My 

music education degree from UGA led to a 

career as a middle school band director – 

mostly in GA. I was teaching in Athens, GA, 

when Mark and I met. He was working on 

his Master’s degree at UGA, and he visited 

our church. He joined the SS class that I 

was teaching (college and career) and the 

rest is “history.” 

We married in 1991 and started our family 

in 1993 with our son, Aaron. Our daughter, 

Anna (some of you met her at Christmas), 

was born in 1994. Mark began his career at 

UVA-Wise (then CVC) in 1997. Life changed 

significantly when we moved to VA – we 

had no family here, I became a stay-at-

home mom, and God turned up the volume 

on my “call” to ministry.  

 

In 2001, Wise Baptist Church ordained me 

as a minister. I served WBC for 19 years as 

their Minister of Music and Youth. Our 

family was embraced and loved and we 

cherish the friendships and memories of 

those years together. 

Our son, Aaron, earned his undergrad 

degree from the College of Charleston (SC) 

and his Master’s degree from UVA. He is 

currently working for the Navy as a 

Community Planner. He lives in Norfolk, 

VA. Our daughter, Anna, earned her 

undergrad degree at Baylor (TX) and her 

Master’s from Christian Brothers 

(Memphis, TN). She joined the AmeriCorps 

“Teach for America” program after Baylor 

and has been teaching middle school in 

Memphis for the past four years. We 

currently don’t have any in-laws. We do 

have two gran-cats (Seymour and Sylvia) 

and a gran-dog (Jack). 

Some other tidbits about me: I love to 

travel, cook, play golf, watch sports, 

exercise, work jigsaw puzzles, work 

Sudoku, and take long Sunday afternoon 

naps! With permission, I will share more 

about Mark next month! I so look forward 

to the day when we can spend time 

together getting to know one another 

personally. 

Blessings and Love, 
 Leigh 



Online ZOOM Meetings 

Board of Administration Meeting on June 15 at 5 p.m. 
Deacons’ Meeting on June 15 at 7 p.m. 

Sunday School (weekly) at  10 a.m. 

Monday Morning Coffee Kalatsch (weekly) at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday Night Bible Study (weekly) at 6 p.m. 

Wednesday Choir Rehearsal (weekly) at 7 p.m. 

FBC SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

One of the big needs in our community during 

this time of pandemic is directly related to 
food insecurity. Because of that, we are  

working on putting together service teams that 
will allow people to serve their neighbors in 

socially responsible ways. Some of these  
opportunities to serve include: 
 

-Food Pantry:  Currently, the food pantry in 

the Ministry Mall is open on Mondays, 

Wednesdays, and Fridays from 1-4 p.m.   

Several churches are providing volunteer 
teams. This is currently one of our more press-

ing needs. If you are interested in volunteering 
at the food pantry as part of the First Baptist 

team, please contact Kris Aaron at  
803-225-0795. 
 

-Meals on Wheels:  First Baptist delivers 

meals through the Meals on Wheels program 

on the fourth Thursday of every month. If you 
would like more information about helping 

with Meals on Wheels, please contact  
Stephanie Elliott at 423-646-7280. 
 

-Weekly Soup Delivery:  First Baptist delivers 

soup to shut-ins weekly. If you are interested 

in delivering soup and would like more  
information, please contact Leroy Doran at 

423-612-4204. 
 

-Blessing Box:  Jerry Sorrell built a Blessing 

Box for the church. It is placed by the tree 

where we tie hats and gloves in the winter. 
This is a place to put canned goods and hy-

giene products for those in need. Members are 
encouraged to keep our box stocked to help 

our neighbors. For more information, please 
contact Kris Aaron at 803-225-0795.  
 

Being mindful of our own individual health 

and loving our neighbors are not mutually 
exclusive. We can practice physical distanc-

ing, wash our hands, exercise good judgment 
regarding our health, and continue to fulfill 

our mission as a church. People remember 
who was there for them in a time of crisis, and 
this pandemic provides us a wonderful oppor-

tunity to be the hands and feet of Christ in our 
own community. As different opportunities 

arise, I’ll be sure to let you know.  Stay well. 

Congratulations to Lexi Dock who is expecting a 
baby girl this month. Lexi, now a college student, 
has been active in our youth program for several 
years. The Shower Committee is sponsoring an 
online baby shower. To select a gift, you may go to 
the following website where Lexi has registered. 
babylist.com/baby-lexi-dock. 

 

 

 

APPRECIATION 

I appreciate your many expressions of concern 
during my recent illness. 

Louise Chapman 

FBC Youth Ministry Summer 2020!!! 

Wednesday Night Youth Bible Study and Games is hap-

pening every week at 6:30 p.m.!!! 

While we are making sure our youth and families remain 

safe, we are set up on an “Online Zoom” featuring Bible 

Studies directed by Ben for inspiration and growth. We 

have special guests to visit with us, and creative games 

complete with prizes delivered to your home by none oth-

er than Ben O. himself!!! 

For Youth Missions this Summer we are reaching out to 

our neighbors here at home!!! Ben is working on local pro-

jects where we will solve and create solutions for local 

needs. Keep your ears open and listen to the needs of our 

community and let Ben know! 

Youth Camp Alternate 2020 is another project the youth 

ministry is taking head on!!! We are working on several 

possibilities that will adjust to our current world situa-

tion. Remember, the safety of our youth and families is 

our first concern, and we are praying and working 

through this Summer to re-create youth ministry.  

Don’t forget our Online Zoom Sunday school each week at 

10 a.m. Please let me know if you are not receiving weekly 

invites to these opportunities for connections! 



Deacon of the Week for June  

\ 
June  7  - Matt Chandler 

June 14 - Wally Elliott 

June 21 - Bob Love 

June 28 - Tom Makres 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
1 Virginia Street 
P.O. Box 116 
Bristol, VA 24203 

FBC Minister On-Call Schedule 
    

June 6 - 7 Dr. Kris Aaron, 803-225-0795 
June 13 -14 Rev. Ben Ondrak, 423-217-8934 
June 20 - 21 Dr. Kris Aaron, 803-225-0795 
June 27- 28 Dr. Kris Aaron, 803-225-0795 

 
 
    

 
Our Staff 

Dr. Kris Aaron Senior Pastor 
Rev. Ben Ondrak Associate Pastor 
Mrs. Jackie Burnette Pianist 
Rev. Leigh Clark Minister of Music 
 

Mr. Dennis Thomas Sexton 
Mrs. Marcine Robinette Parish Nurse 
Ms. Terri Thomas  Church Administrator  
                                                               and Financial Secretary 
Ms. LaVerne Brown Administrative Assistant 

Church Phone : 276.669.8191 
Fax: 276.669.5082 

Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
E-mail: info@fbcbristol.org 

Website: www.fbcbristol.org 


